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Wonder what Dot will say when she hears Alan has traded the red BGT in for a
supercharged V8 B Racer! Doesn‘t he look happy?

Forthcoming Events (see fuller events list page 12)
26th August (Sun) - Run—meet Swallow Hotel, Salmesbury 10.00am for 10.30 start.
28th August (Tue) - Club Night at Welcome Tavern. Noggin & Natter.
2nd September (Sun) - Leighton Hall - meet Burlingtons, Broughton 9.30am
9th September (Sun) - Run & lunch—Chadwick Hotel, Fairhaven. Meet Guys Court
A6—9.30am. (attending car show near Fairhaven Lake beforehand)
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CHAIRMANS CHAT AUGUST 2012

HAPPY 50th CAROL

Things We Have Done
Thanks to a break in the summer deluge we enjoyed a fine day for our well attended
Sunday Run and Lunch on the 22nd of July taking us up to Conder Green and the Stork
Hotel .
It was noted that dietary restrictions were ignored for the day!

July 31st 2012 Auto Test at the Schultz Estate.
Once again it was dry for the event but the course had had more than its fair share of
liquid refreshment during the day providing a running surface that was a slippery challenge.
Andy had prepared a ―coned‖ route that required accurate handling and the running
surface demanded good knowledge of side slip together with the laws of gravity and a
complete disregard for the resulting potential damage to the entered vehicle and the
obvious deep clean that would be necessary on completion.
9 entrants faced the challenge and we had results as follows:Position 1.
Andy Wood Midget
Position 2.
Geoff Cartwright BGT
Position 3.
Eamonn Spencer Midget
Congratulations to all and note that the awards distribution will be at the Christmas
Dinner on 1st December. (DIARY)

I am still unsure of the driven route!
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Northern National Pateley Bridge 5th August.
A rather disappointing turn out with just 4 cars leaving the Swallow to be joined with
Roy and his YB at the show.
As always, a lovely run out via Grassington, and the Harrogate MG Club put on their
usual well organised event complete with brass band.

And — one of us had the undoubted pleasure of bearing
the Olympic torch at £1 a go
- but proceeds to a worthy
charity.

Hot Off The Press
A brief radio broadcast this afternoon (8th Aug) indicated that a new problem is arising
via emissions from diesel powered cars.
It reports that although Co2 emissions from diesel engines are much improved, along
with petrol engines, and is in keeping with the required legislation involving clean air
and ―global warming‖ etc a further problem exists.
We should remember that not too long ago diesel at the pump was cheaper than petrol
as a result of lower manufacturing costs together with a lower fuel duty both of which
encouraged us to buy diesel powered vehicles regardless of the fact that the vehicle
purchase price was higher than the equivalent petrol powered models.
SO 50% of us now run the much improved diesels, a wonderful example of coercion
by government persuasion.
The problem now arises that some ―boffin‖ although agreeing with the Co2 reduction
is very concerned that the gases produced at exhaust contain an element that is particularly dangerous to the public but more so to children especially in dense conurbations, cities etc. causing a serious and problematic lung infection.
NOW we have seen the steady rise in diesel fuel duty such that the pump price is considerably in excess of petrol and nobody in authority has ever made it clear why this
should be the case. One can only think that this was a revenue ―grab‖ devised after
manufacturers set out to produce more diesel acceptable cars because of their economy and poor old Joe public was prepared to go out and buy them.
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The 650 idiots remain either on holiday or are enjoying the Olympics at some others‘
expense, but watch this space for their return to the office and imagine the new ―band
wagon‖ that will be rolling off the production line – and in view of the findings probably petrol powered!
And finally:
With the best will in the world,
parenting is a challenge with
their excellent, loving, yet with
boundaries raising to adulthood
of their son, Sam, who, as we all
know is a charming, polite and
ambitious young man with a love
of MG cars—qualities any parent would be proud of.

SO WHERE DID IT ALL
GO WRONG?

DOES THIS RING A BELL
SAM?
Sustaining some personal injury
requiring medical attention,
Sam is now fully recovered from
his gallant efforts to release a
young lady from the restraints
imposed on her by the would be
―entertainments‖ outlets in Tenerife . At least that is what we
are led to believe!

LESSONS LEARNED - EH SAM!
Personally and at risk of amputation, I have considered that this is not an unreasonable method for their safe storage – out of harms way and all that!
So please Sam leave them caged in future. And now I will know who are the dedicated
female readers of the newsletter.

BILL
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SECRETARY‘S RAMBLINGS
Bill‘s already mentioned the run out on Sunday 22nd July to the Condor Green area,
with lunch at the Stork Hotel. It was great that 14 cars turned out on the day. And the
Autotest at the Schultz Estate was well supported considering the damp weather forecast. Andy Wood does it again. What‘s his secret? Sam Cohen gave a fine exhibition of
handbrake turns in the Qashkai, some fine deft handling with an occasional bump of
the cones! As for Trevor Mallett—well, he did his own route round the field. At least he
took part!
Thank you Andy & Carol for the barbeque arrangements.
Yes—the Northern Nationals was poorly supported this year by the club, and maybe
we should look at another venue next year. There were not many trade stands, perhaps
3 or 4. and that‘s not a good sign. Unfortunately the thundery weather made a short but
very wet visit, and left the roads going home rather treacherous.
So — to Oulton Park on Saturday 11th August. Three cars turned up at M6 Charnock
Richard Services – myself, Alan Fowler & Dave Tilley. Alan brought his sister, Hilary,
with him and she was good company throughout the day. She used to own a 5 litre
TVR Chimera! Steve Humphreys and his son Nick, went direct to the meeting and we
made contact with them on their arrival late morning. Steve‘s B Roadster is an ex Californian car which has been breathed on by Entune, and I must say it looked superb. In
red with a white hard top, the car has a 1950cc power unit with a Stage 2 head, uprated
suspension and brakes, a roll over cage, and nice interior. The weather was perfect, not
too hot or cold, the sun appeared, and there was a gentle breeze. Oulton Park has great
facilities, cafeteria, MG shop, food outlets etc. and the 1st race started at about 11.30am
after several qualifying races. We walked to all the main viewing points around the
course throughout the day, and it was nice to be able to walk through the pits around
the garage bays without any problems. Mark 1 Frogeye Sprites were racing, MGA Twin
Cams, V8 MGBs, TAs, Metros, Maestros, Rover 200 series and some MG oddballs.
Great to see and hear these lovely cars on full bore round the circuit.

I think Dave likes this MGA Twin Cam.

Steve Humphrey‘s immaculate B Roadster.
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Dave, Hilary & Alan posing for a photo.

In the Pits Area

Trackside

Going into Cascades

Our Goodselves enjoying the Northern Nationals at Pateley Bridge

The Club Stand

Lilian, on Chaper 17 Fifty Shades of Grey

Our next outing will be the re-arranged road run on Sunday 26th August, meeting at
the Swallow Hotel, Salmesbury at 10.00am for a 10.30 start. Then it‘s the club night
Noggin & Natter on the 28th at the Welcome, and Leighton Hall on the 2nd September, meeting 9.30am at Burlingtons car park, Broughton. We have the annual club run
& lunch at the Chadwick Hotel, Fairhaven on the 9th September, meeting this time at
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Guys Court on the A6 north of Preston, at 9.30am. There is a car show by the lake car
park at Lytham where we can park up safely for an hour or so before moving on to the
Chadwick.
And the 16th September is the 12th Lancashire Lanes Run, starting at Barton Grange
Garden Centre, A6 north of Preston. There‘s still time to get your application form in,
please see on Page 11.
Leyland Festival at Worden Park has been re-arranged for two days, 22nd & 23rd September, and the club has a commitment to show 6 cars at this event. Bill will want
some volunteers.

Cleaning out the MGB Drain Tube, commonly known as ‗TED‘S KNOB‘
This is a brief note on an occasional maintenance item which probably should be
available only after the 9pm watershed! This article by Victor Smith describes how it
should be done. He writes:
Recently I found my MGB with a pool of water in the driver‘s legwell after a night out
in the elements during the MG Live weekend. Whilst mopping out, I recalled the late
Geoff Allen, the former MG V8 historian who worked at the MG plant for 27 years, telling me about the little known part which drains the fresh air vent chamber below the
small chrome grill immediately in front of the windscreen. It is part No. AHC321 Tube Drain & Dust Valve, which is the polite way of referring to the rubber tube which
was there to act as a drain for the fresh air vent chamber. Geoff referred to it as ‗Ted‘s
Knob‘ as that was the name of the part on the production line where a fellow with a
reputation with the ladies was very able at fitting the part!
Well over the years two things happen to Ted‘s Knob first it hardens as the rubber ages and secondly the
dust, mud and leaves which find their way into the
fresh air chamber accumulate at the bottom and with
the water that gets in there washes down into the rubber drain.
The caution before you start attempting to clean out
the rubber drain is to be very careful not to cause the
rubber tube to detach from the upper mounting point
as it is a real devil to put back or fit a replacement. Removing the sludge needs a long rigid wire inserted
from the top through the grille down through a small
circular opening on the base of the fresh air chamber.
A wire coat carefully straightened can be used. Gradually work your way down through the accumulated
gunge until the lower end goes through the tip of the
rubber drain. You then need to apply a careful reaming
action. Then with the car on ramps, get underneath.
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Careful squeezing of the hardened rubber slit and prolonged excavation with a screwdriver will see an extraordinary variety of material fall by your hands! Beware! Wear
plastic goggles during this exercise underneath the car!

Godfrey
—————————————————————-

BREAKING NEWS!

After a lot of time and effort, Ray
Cohen manages to open the bonnet
of his MGB.
He was heard muttering to himself:

‗Its dirtier than I thought‘ and
‗Now where is that dipstick?‘

—————————————————————-

MAD MIKE‘S CARTOONS
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FOR SALE
Andy‘s still got these two cars for sale:

MG Midget.

Good condition. 1973 Round wheel arch 1275cc.

Has had all welding done and replaced the following:
Battery, 4 tyres, rear wheel cylinders, full clutch, clutch slave cylinder, comes fully serviced with 12 months MOT. £1995ono

MGB GT.

1978 Rubber Bumper, Black, good condition with lots of new parts including 5 tyres, exhaust, clutch, ignition switch, hoses, clutch cylinders, brake pipes,
fuel pump, leather seats, suspension bushes, front shocks, sound proofing and much
more. Tax + MOT. £2750ono
Tel: Andy Schultz (for both) 01772 627120

——————————

Harold Cross also still has the three below for sale:
First is a 1975 built, reg 76 BGT, with O/D, fully restored by myself in 2000 (Nut
and bolt restoration with photo's) Still in original condition with 60+oil pressure hot
and structurally sound, MOT‘d for 12 months, on SORN. Needs attention to front
wings due to some surface rust and would benefit from a top half respray due to
sun bleaching (Car is Red).
Second is a white 1974 CB BGT with O/D nearing completion of a six year nut and
bolt restoration, including new floors and lower bulkhead panels etc. previous owner had new front wings, interior, rear wings and sills, doors, respray etc totalling
over £5k in bills. I have converted to wire wheels and overhauled all the moving
bits. I will be getting a new battery soon to complete and get MOT'd. or sell as is.
Third is a 1974 RB roadster with OD and wires, must be one of the first???? Bought
with the intention of restoring but have yet to start. Have already started buying
parts, lower rear wings and inner wheel arch, spare engine as had low oil pressure
when driven home. Body tub reasonably solid, but needs new rear wings (arches
have gone), rear chassis leg needs repair & one hole in boot floor corner. Front
wings and trumpet sections need attention. Also needs new doors & boot lid. Bonnet replaced and floors good. Lots of other spares to go with the car including rear
and front axles to convert to steel wheels if required.

All cars are for sale and two must go, so open to offers. Please come and have a
look. Contact Harold on 01257 416080 (Chorley)
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I‘ve had an enquiry from a former member of the club, a Paul Karkoszka, who contacted Bill a week or two ago. He is try to sell a BGT and asked if it would be OK to advertise it in the club magazine.
His English is not the most perfect, but I‘m sure you‘ll get the gist of the advert:
an enquiries from a distant former member i have a 1978 bgt i want to sell its mot dec
2012 recon engine ss exhaust webasto sun roof new battery the car is solid but abit scabby
its well worth alook i would sell it for any decent offer to a member also i have a full set of
black leather seats for sale if you could help it would be appreciated i was a member in
1980 & a good friend of Erik smith the chairman then thanks
paul karkoszka
Paul‘s e-mail address is: crock.zep@blueyonder.co.uk
————————————————
I‘ve also had an enquiry from a Mr Andrew Wooding, who lives in Woodstock, Oxfordshire, regarding the first ownership of his 1977 MGB. His message is self explanatory,
and if anyone can help, please give Andrew a ring or e-mail him with the good news.
His message reads as follows:

Dear Godfrey,
I'm trying to find the name of the original MG dealer/garage and if possible name
of the original purchaser of my 1977 Brooklands Green MGB; registration number
BFR 974R. I have been told that 'XFR' originates from the Preston area so thought
it a good idea to get in touch with you and the P&GMGEC.
I bought the car last summer and have full names of all previous owners except
the original purchaser. The car was first registered on 14th January 1977. It was
then sold in August 1979 to a Peter Cockerill of Orpington, Kent, followed by a further sale 12 months later to David Miller of Canterbury.
Is is possible for this message to be placed on a Club noticeboard or for my message to be forwarded to any members? All help would be greatly appreciated;
thank you.
Kind regards,
Andrew Wooding
Woodstock
Oxon
T: 01993.812972
E: andrew.wooding@btopenworld.com
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Sunday 16th Sept 2012
The 12th Annual
Lancashire Lanes Run
Driver
Passenger
ADDRESS:

POSTCODE
TEL No:
MAKE of CAR
MODEL
YEAR
REG No:
CAR CLUB
e-mail address
£12.50

Car with Passenger
Number of additional
passengers @ £2.00
Total

Entry Fee is £12.50 per car (driver and passenger), which includes, tea or coffee with biscuits at the start, rally
plate, and tulip style route book. For additional passengers please add £2.00 each.
The run will be approximately 90 miles starting and finishing @ Barton Grange Garden Centre
Please make cheques payable to: - Preston & District MGEC
Closing date for entries is the 31st August.
Please include a stamped, self-addressed envelope (or e-mail address) for an acknowledgement of receipt and
for details of the start venue etc.
Entry forms also available on the club website: www.prestonmg.co.uk
Send entry form and cheque To:

Michael Hart
30 Bexhill Road
Ingol
Preston
Lancs
PR2 3UA
Tel: - 01772 725275
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Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club Calendar 2012
Date

Day

Event

Time

Start

22 Apr

Sunday

Drive it Day, inc. Treasure Hunt

10.30 Asda Car Park, Clayton Green

13 May

Sunday

Cholmondeley Castle

9.30

M6 south—Charnock Richard
Services

Note
Advise Secretary if
club pass required

29 May Tuesday Club Night - evening run

19.30 Bygone Times, Eccleston

Back to Welcome T.

10 Jun

Sunday

Garstang Auto Jumble

9.30

Burlingtons Broughton A6

Tickets £3 from
Secretary

15 Jun

Friday

NTBHW—Beamish Trip

9.30

Greyhound Hotel, Halton

26 Jun

Tuesday Club Night—SYCO

20.00 Welcome Tavern

30 Jun

Saturday Lostock Hall Carnival

12.00 Parade starts at 1pm

3/4 cars needed.

1 Jul

Sunday

Classic Car Show—Townley
Park, Burnley

9.30

B&Q car park, Bamber Bridge

Entry £5—pay at gate

15 Jul

Sunday

Fleetwood Tram Show/Display

9.00

Ribble Pilot car park

Free event

22 Jul

Sunday

Run & Lunch

10.30 Burlingtons, Broughton

31 Jul

Tuesday Club Night Auto Test

19.30 Schultz Estate

5 Aug

Sunday

Northern National

9.00

5 Aug

Sunday

Yorkshire Classic Car & Bike
show, Ripley Castle, Harrogate

Preston Swallow Hotel A59

£5 on entry.

(As a possible alternative)

Pay on entry £6.50

11 Aug Saturday Oulton Park MG race meeting

9.00

26 Aug

Sunday

10.00 Swallow Hotel, Salmesbury

28 Aug

Tuesday Club Night—Welcome Tavern

20.00 Noggin & Natter

2 Sep

Sunday

Leighton Hall (re-arranged)

9.30

9 Sep

Sunday

Run & Lunch—Fairhaven

10.00 Meet Guys Court A6

16 Sep

Sunday

Lancashire Lanes Run

9.30

22 Sep

Saturday Leyland Festival (re-arranged)

10.00 TBA

25 Sep

Tuesday Club Night—Welcome Tavern

20.00 Annual Quiz

7 Oct

Sunday

St Annes Pleasureland Event

TBA

TBA

14 Oct

Sunday

Run & Lunch

TBA

TBA

30 Oct

Tuesday Club Night - Welcome Tavern

20.00 Speaker—Ian Podgson (MG)

3 Nov

Saturday Bonfire Night & hotpot

20.00 Schultz Estate

Club Run (Pendle Witch
anniversary)

27 Nov Tuesday Club Night
1 Dec

Saturday Annual Dinner & awards

27 Dec Thursday Cold Turkey Run

Charnock Richard Services M6 £13pp. Seniors £10

Burlingtons Broughton A6

Barton Grange GC, A6

20.00 Welcome Tavern
19.30 Ley Inn, Clayton le Woods
TBA
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Condor Green area

TBA

Club Passes—£3

£12.50 per car

Committee, Contacts
and Useful
Information
Honorary President – Jeff Reid
Committee
Chairman

Bill Ryding

Tel: 01772 323116
Mobile: 07770 440422
william@wryding.wanadoo.co.uk

Secretary

Godfrey Dennis

Tel: 01772 616877
grf.dennis@virgin.net

Mobile: 07780 682592

Treasurer

Mick Bamber

Tel: 01772 321559
mick@mcbamber.com

Mobile: 07730 435929

Membership

Gordon Mallett

Tel: 01282 429658
Mobile: 07725 503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com

Vice Chairman

Alan Fowler

Tel: 01772 424797
Mobile: 07989 311790
alan.fowler1972@tiscali.co.uk

General

Kevin Doran

Tel: 01772 877285
Mobile: 07746 366722
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com

General

Michael Hart

Tel: 01772 725275
Mobile: 07505 261593
blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Newsletter
Editor: Godfrey Dennis

Plumpton House, 21 Marsh Lane, Longton, Preston
PR4 5ZJ

All articles to be sent to the editor by email or post by the 15th of the month

Webmaster
Mike Newton

Tel: 0151 526 3419

e-mail: m.s.newton@btinternet.com

Trading Members
Andy Schultz (club technical consultant) Cuerden Classics
John Ashworth (Accident Repairs
etc.) Croston

Tel: 01772 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk
Tel: 01772 600964
johnashworth56@gmail.com

Club Website: http://www.prestonmg.co.uk
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