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Chairman's Chat
Although we seem to have had a very poor summer weather wise, we have managed to get
out in the “B” and with the top down. At the end of July we had a drive down to Capesthorne
Hall for the North West MG & Triumph Day where we met up with Mike and Jo Newton. It was
a good show but we decided not to put up a club stand as we were the only P & D MGEC cars.
A couple of days later was the Autotest and BBQ at the Schultz estate, as usual there was a
good turnout and a lot of members took part in the trial which was won by Bill B. Although it
was a good night we weren't as lucky with the weather. It rained quite hard for a while and it
was funny watching people BBQ in the rain.
The first weekend in August was the Northern National MG event at Pateley Bridge. Mike & Jo
Newton and Karen & I decided to make a weekend of it. We met up on the Friday night in the
B&B (which is in the middle of the village) for drinks and evening meal. The following morning
after a hearty breakfast, we walked across to the show ground to check out our club stand area
and pick up routes for Harrogate MG Clubs Dales Run. After a chat with the organisers it was
back into the village for a coffee. Whilst having our coffee the heavens opened, but by the time
we'd finished and got to the cars it had stopped, so time to put the hoods down and then get
off on a 90 mile “ish” tour of the dales. It was a good run with great roads and scenery, the
day then only got better. Back at the B&B there was time for a relaxing beer, shower, change
and then out to the Italian for evening meal. In the morning we then had to tuck into yet
another hearty breakfast before making our way across to the show ground. Again the day was
starting off looking a bit dodgy weather wise, but it's a roadster, so hood down and across to
our club stand. Whilst deciding how best to arrange the rest of the cars (who we expected in
about an hour) we had the odd shower, but once everyone had turned up and the gazebo was
erected, it cleared up and apart from the odd spit or we had sun shine all day. Compared to
the past few years we were down on numbers, five cars on the stand and one in the concours.
So there was no chance of picking up the club stand award but Roy and Sue were having a
good day in the show ring as we were leaving they were just waiting to be called into the
presentation ring ready to collect an award.
The following 2 weekends, we weren't as lucky, for both our weekend trip to Ulverston and test
of the Lanes Run route we decided better of it and used the works car.
As I write this article Karen and I are starting to count down the days to our next holiday. We
are off to Williamsburg, Virginia (USA) at the end of August, but we should make it to Janet's
Jaunt if we can get organised and we are back just in time for the Lanes Run.
Forthcoming events.
Tue 26th Aug. - Is Janet's Jaunt evening club run. - See you all at Bygone Times.
Fri 29th Aug. - Cheese and Wine night.
Sun 14th Sept. - Lanes Run. Planning is well under way. We just need to get the entries in.
Sat 6th Dec. - Annual Dinner. We are booked in at the Leyland Golf Club again. Booking forms
and further details will be in next month's Newsletter. Don't forget to put the date in your diary.
For more detail of events see calendar in Newsletter.

Tony
As for our car rebuild projects. No progress yet, we're searching magazines and the internet for
possible MGA's. I have seen adverts for what could have been suitable cars, but by the time I
have been able to make contact they have been sold.
PS. WANTED.
MGA roadster, suitable for a rebuild project.

Secretary's Scribbles
Rosie and I were due to set off for France in
the MG on 10th July. The plan was that I
would pack the car while she was at work and
then we'd set off around 5pm as soon as she
got home .
Things never ever run smoothly - I'd got bags
of time, so I decided to wash the car before I
started packing it. I'd taken the precaution of
getting Andy to give it a once over about a
week earlier - I didn't want any unexpected
hiccups. So you can imagine my horror when
I went to back the car out of the garage, I
turned the key in the ignition and absolutely
nothing happened. No clicking starter motor,
no ignition lights, nothing - the engine was as
dead as John Cleese's parrot. Great, we were
supposed to be setting off on a 2,500 mile
drive in about 4 hrs and the car couldn't even
make it out of the garage.
I decided that there was no point telling Rosie
and getting it in the ear, I hoped that simply
putting the battery on charge might cure the
problem. A few hrs later the battery was
charged sufficiently to get the car started, but
as I wasn't sure what had drained the battery
in the first place, it meant finding room for
the battery charger in the boot - just in case I
had to recharge it again the next morning.
So we set off at around 5:00pm, and about
5hrs later, tired and hungry, we'd got to our
first stop in Sevenoaks where we stayed
overnight. These big old soft top cars might
be great fun on country roads, but irrespective
of the size of the engine, they really aren't the
best things to do long slogs on the
motorways.
By 10:30am the following morning we'd made
our way to Folkestone and caught the tunnel
crossing which got us into Calais by around
12:00.
From Calais we drove for another 6 hrs on
French motorways down to Troyes. When we
stopped at a roadside motel about 350 miles
later, we were both of the opinion that this
was not turning out to be the pleasant drive
that we'd both imagined before we set off.
The speed limit on motorways in France (when

it's dry) is 83mph - if we'd done that speed in
our MG, the fuel consumption would have
gone through the floor. As we were expecting
to cover around 2,500 miles over the
fortnight, the fuel bill was always going to be
the most expensive element of this holiday.
By holding the car back to between 60-65, we
can manage to get up to 34 mpg, but
unfortunately it means that it seems to take
forever to get wherever you're going. Neither
of us needed rocking to sleep on that Friday
night.
Saturday morning dawned and it saw us
spending another day on the French
motorways. In a modern car with air
conditioning and cruise control, doing 80mph
whilst listening to some soft background
music I'm sure it wouldn't have been too bad.
But in a 14yr old soft top car with a loud
exhaust, battling against the noise of the
trucks it was starting to turn into something
of an endurance test. The weather had
looked decidedly dodgy for the entire journey
and so we'd never taken the top down. To be
fair to the car, it never missed a beat, but it's
not the quietest thing and it doesn't have
power steering or air conditioning that
worked. When we eventually arrived at our
destination at Annecy at around 6:30pm (900
miles after setting off) we both agreed that
neither of us was enjoying any part of this.
The following day we agreed that we would
leave the car in the car park and relax reading
a book. By tea time I'd become bored with
my book and I suggested that we go for a
drive around the lake. The weather was still
looking a bit naff but we folded the roof
down and set off anyway. Within 20 minutes
the memories of the previous 3 days were
beginning to fade. A leisurely drive around
the lake, stopping at a lakeside café for a
drink and a cake, you can't beat it. We
watched a young French teenager appearing
to abandon his Cleo opposite the café while
he ran into his appt, and then we smiled
quietly to ourselves as we watched the local
Gendarme proceed to book him for illegal
parking - we could both feel ourselves
beginning to relax.

Secretary’s Scribbles cont...
A couple of days later in glorious weather we
drove up into the Alps, driving through several
ski villages with the roof down, listening to
that exhaust note which only a few days
earlier had been starting to grate on us, now
all of a sudden, it sounded glorious. MG's
don't belong on motorways, they belong on B
roads as naturally as Pete Doherty belongs in
the dock. And what better place to take your
MG that the French Alps, the roads over there
are second to none. If you enjoy driving your
MG and can put up with the journey down
there, the driving experience through the Alps
and over towards Geneva are like no other. As
long as you get off the main road, the B roads
are virtually empty, picture box villages,
breathtaking scenery - I can't wait to go back.
Don't get me wrong, the holiday cost a
fortune in petrol alone. Because of the
current exchange rate, petrol is just as
expensive over there as it is over here. On top
of the petrol, there are the road tolls and the
cost of the crossing. This really isn't a cheap
holiday, we did around 2,500 miles and I've
come back skint (as I expected), but was it
worth it? - you bet, it was worth every penny.
Now, what's coming up:9th Aug - Cheese & Wine evening at 51
Cuerdale Lane, Walton-Le-Dale, PR5 4BP. If it's
a nice evening we may be outside, we have a
few chairs but if you're able to bring something
to sit on it would help. (You might also want
to bring something soft to land on, for when
you fall over at the end of the evening).
14th Sept - Lancashire Lanes Run, 9:30 start,
Stanley House, Mellor. A lot of work has gone
into organising this event, so please do your
best to support it.
30th Sept - Club night, natter & noggin
1st Nov - one for your diaries, we are planning
to have a bonfire party at the Shultz Estate. If
you think that you might be interested, please
let a member of the committee know. We are
planning to include a bit of supper, but we do
need to have an idea of numbers.

And finally……….
This is a true story
A lawyer purchased a box of very rare and
expensive cigars then insured them against,
among other things, fire.
Within a month, having smoked his entire
stockpile of these great cigars and without yet
having made even hi first premium payment
on the policy, the lawyer filed a claim against
the insurance company. In his claim the lawyer
stated the cigars were lost "in a series of small
fires".
The insurance company refused to pay, citing
the obvious reason, that the man had
consumed the cigars in the normal fashion.
The lawyer sued, and WON!
Now, stay with me…….
Delivering the ruling, the judge agreed with
the insurance company that the claim was
frivolous. Nevertheless, the judge stated that
the lawyer held a policy from the company, in
which it had warranted that the cigars were
insurable, and also guaranteed that it would
insure them against fire, without defining
what is considered to be "unacceptable fire"
and was obligated to pay the claim.
Rather than endure a lengthy and costly appeal
process, the insurance company accepted the
ruling and paid US$15,000.00 to the lawyer for
his loss of the cigars lost in the 'fires'.
Now for the best part………
After the lawyer cashed the cheque, the
insurance company had him arrested on 24
counts of ARSON!!! With his own insurance
claim and testimony from the previous case
being used against him, the lawyer was
convicted of intentionally burning his insured
property and was sentenced to 24 months in
jail and a US$24,000 fine!
It could only happen in America!!!

Kevin

Editorial
I had planned to write three or four pages about how I won the annual auto test last month,
but after discussing this with members present at the Northern National, I'm informed that I
wasn't any better at it than the other competitors, they were just all worse than me. 'Nuff said,
I reckon.
We had six cars at the National, a significant reduction on previous years, due to some usual
attendees going off on camping trips on the Continent, and who can blame them bearing in
mind the dreadful summer we're having weather-wise. It did stay dry at Pateley Bridge, but we
did have some serious downpours en route. The photo on the front of the newsletter shows
our stand and the cars - Roy and Sue Clapham were also present with their Y series saloon in
the concours d'elegance ring, where they came 2nd in the premier concours class, won by an
iris blue B roadster (see photo), which will go in the Masters class next year. Our
congratulations to Roy and Sue.

Next club night 26th August - Janet and I did our planned cricket run again last Sunday, and
noted a couple of hostelries that we hadn't seen on our first trip. For those not familiar with car
cricket (we used to play this with our kids on long trips before the motorways were built), here
are the rules in brief:Watch out for pubs or hostelries on the buildings or signs at the roadside that include the
names of people or animals - runs are scored for the number of legs that they have (e.g. Bay
Horse scores 4, George IV scores 2 etc., maximum 6). A wicket is taken each time you pass a
hostelry that has 'ARMS' in the title (though if it's something like the Cooper's Arms, you don't
score runs for the Cooper, you just lose a wicket). There'll be a small prize for the correct score
at the end of the run.
The cricket isn't mandatory - you can just enjoy the run if you wish. It starts at 'Bygone Times' in
Eccleston (in the main street opposite the Brown Cow - there's a 4 to begin with), postcode
PR7 5PB for you sat-navvers, and I'll be there from 6.30 for early starters (it'll be dark by nine).
We finish at the Welcome Tavern for our usual club night get-together from 8 pm.
Following disappointing turnouts of members and cars at most of this year's weekend events,
Mike Newton sent in his 'Ode to missing members', which is featured in this issue.
Finally, with reference to the weather, some wag sent me this In deference to The Archbishop of Canterbury and The Royal Commission for Political
Correctness, it was announced today that the local climate in the UK should no longer be
referred to as 'English Weather.' Rather than offend a sizeable portion of the population, it will
now be referred to as 'Muslim Weather.'
In other words - 'partly Sunni but mostly Shi'ite.'

Bill B

Sunday 14th Sept 2008
The 8th Annual
“Lancashire Lanes Run”
Est. 1980
Driver..............................................................................................................................................
Passenger .......................................................................................................................................
ADDRESS: .......................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................
POSTCODE ......................................................................................................................................
TEL No: ...........................................................................................................................................
MAKE of CAR ...............................................................MODEL ......................................................
YEAR ...........................................................................REG No: ......................................................
CAR CLUB .......................................................................................................................................
e-mail address ................................................................................................................................
Car with Passenger ..............................................................................................................£17.50
Number of additional passengers @ £2.00 ....................................................................................
Total................................................................................................................................................
Entry Fee is £17.50 per car (driver and passenger), which includes tea or coffee at the start, rally
plate, gift, route book, and entry into the 22nd Lancashire Classic Car & Motorcycle Show.
(Unfortunately cars registered after 1992 will have to park on the public car park)
For additional passengers please add £2.00 each.
The run will be approximately 85 miles starting at the beautiful Stanley House Hotel at Mellor,
and finishing at Hoghton Tower.
Please make cheques payable to: - Preston & District MGEC
Closing date for entries is the 24th August.
Please include a stamped, self-addressed envelope (or e-mail address) for an acknowledgement
of receipt and for details of the start venue etc.
Send entry form and cheque To:

Joy Hunter
3, Erskine Road, Chorley, Lancashire PR6 0HS
Tel: - 01257 241923

Our nominated charity this year is: St. Catherine's hospice - Bamber Bridge

Est. 1980

Sunday 14th Sept 2008
The 8th Annual
“Lancashire Lanes Run”
Open to all MG & Classic Cars
Join us by enjoying an 85-mile tour of the
picturesque Lancashire countryside. Starting at the
beautiful Stanley House Hotel and finishing at the
22nd Lancashire Classic Car & Motorcycle Show at
Hoghton Tower.
The entry fee of £17.50 includes car with 2
occupants, tea or coffee at the start, route book,
classic rally plate, memento and entry to the
Lancashire Classic Car & Motorcycle Show.
(Unfortunately cars registered after 1992 will have to park on
the public car park)

Closing date for entries - 24th August
For information and booking form please contact:
Joy or Dave
Tel: 01257 241923
Sponsored by

Web page: www.prestonmg.co.uk

Our nominated charity this year is:
St. Catherine’s hospice - Bamber Bridge

Ode to missing members
To the tune of “Where have all the Flowers gone?” sung by Pete Seeger
Where have all the members gone?
Long time passing
Where have all the members gone?
Long time ago
Where have all the members gone?
They've not left us every one
When will they all return?
When will they all return?
Where have all the MGs gone?
Long time passing
Where have all the MGs gone?
Long time ago
Where have all the MGs gone?
Rotting in their lockups every one
When will they all return?
When will they all return?
Where has all the laughter gone?
Long time passing
Where has all the laughter gone?
Long time ago
Where has all the laughter gone?
Gone with the members every one
When will they all return?
When will they all return?
2005 saw nearly 20 cars
Down at Capesthorne Castle
And almost 40 folk
Down at Capesthorne
Yet this year was only 2 cars
And only 4 folk from the club
When will they all return?
When will they all return?
Come on members le's hear laughs
Long time passing
Come on members let's see your cars
From a long time ago
Come on members let's have fun
The club needs you every one
When will you all return?
When will you all return?

Mike Newton

Capesthorne Castle Silver Jubilee 2005

Capesthorne Castle 14th August 2008

Calendar of Events for 2008
Date

Club Event

At

Time

Meet

Tue 26 Aug

Janet’s Jaunt Evening run

Finish at
Welcome Tavern

18.30

Bygone Times, Eccleston

Fri 29 Aug

Cheese & Wine evening

Dorans’ Mansion

20.00

(£5 a head)

Sun 14 Sep

Lancashire Lanes Run

Finish at
09.30
Hoghton Tower show

Tue 30 Sept

Natter & Noggin

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Tue 28 Oct

Quiz night

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Sat 1 Nov

Bonfire Party

19.30

Stoney Lane

Tue 25 Nov

2009 planning

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Sat 6 Dec

Annual Dinner

Schultz Estate
Leyland Golf Club

Directions to Andy & Carole Schultz

Access Old School Lane from A582 dual carriage way heading west.

19.30

Stanley House, Mellor

Committee, Contacts
& Useful Information
Committee
Chairman

Tony Sharples

Leyland (01772) 495417
Mobile 07950 659470
tony.sharples@blueyonder.co.uk

Secretary

Kevin Doran

Preston (01772) 877285
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com

Treasurer

Mike Newton

Liverpool (0151) 526 3419
m.s.newton@btinternet.com

Membership

Gordon Mallett

Burnley (01282) 429658
Mobile 07725503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com

Technical

Andy Schultz

Preston (01772) 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

Events

Bill Ryding

Preston (01772) 323116
william@wryding.wanadoo.co.uk

Newsletter Editor
Bill Bradshaw

Chorley (01257) 261134
bill.bradshaw@btinternet.com
8 Dale View, Chorley PR7 3QJ

All articles are to be sent to the editor by the 15th of the month. The Newsletter will be
published and posted at the end of each month in time for club night.

Trading Members
Andy Schultz

Cuerden Classics

Preston (01772) 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

John Ashworth

Accident Repairs etc

Croston (01772) 600964

