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Our Youngest Member?

Chairman's Chat
Since July's Chairman's Chat it's been relatively
quiet in terms of local MG events. The end of
July was our auto-test at the Schultz Estate,
closely followed on the 4th & 5th Aug by the
Northern National at Pateley Bridge and then
Grahams evening run on the 16th Aug.
There's not much that I need to say about these
events as Graham (in the Sec's notes) has
already picked out the highlights, except to say
thanks to Andy & Carole for their hospitality for
the auto-test and what a great weekend we had
at the Northern National. Having met up with
the Lockwood's at the Schultz's Estate, all three
couples set off to Pateley Bridge, in “brightish”
sunshine and odd spots of rain, but nothing to
worry about, or so I thought. As we drove past
Samlesbury airfield it was spitting, by the start
of the Clitheroe by-pass it was light but steady
rain. But providing we could keep moving it was
OK. Then Andy's “C” suffered a rear puncture
forcing us all to stop. At this point I had to
admit defeat and put the top up, then grab the
umbrella to provide some shelter for Andy &
Carole whilst they attended to the puncture.
With the wheel changed we were off again. By
the time we got to the show field it was just a
light shower.
Now it was time to erect the gazebos, all that
messing about trying to figure out which
poles goes where. Not this time, the club has
just purchased 2 new “pop up” types. It took
all of a couple of minutes to erect both and
get the flasks out for a cup of coffee. With the
club stand more or less set up we could now
find our evening accommodation, Andy &
Carole went off to set up their tent, Karen and
I went off to meet Mike and Jo Newton at the
B&B. Later that evening showered and
changed 10 of us meet up in the village at
“Ollie's” Italian restaurant where we had an
excellent meal and consumed a suitable
quantity of alcohol.
In the morning we awoke to bright sunshine
and an excellent full English breakfast. With this
finished it was time to check out and make the
journey (200 yards) back to the show field. As
usual Harrogate MG club organised a good
event on what was one of the few summer days
that we have had. At the end of the day our
various members set off towards home at their
own pace. Karen & I along with Joy were the

last to set off, tops down making the best of
the weather.
Unfortunately Karen & I couldn't make it (too
knackered) to the August evening run; we had
just got back into the UK at 1 o'clock that
morning after having just spent 4 days in
Prague. At fairly short notice we decided to
celebrate our 25th wedding Anniversary by
going on a city break. In July we spent a
couple of hours on the internet booking
flights, taxis, and hotels for a city and country
that we knew nothing about, except don't stop
near Wenceslas Square, too many stag and
hen parties. We found a Hotel just off the old
town square, within reasonably easy walking
distance of many historic sights.
When we arrived we did not know what to
expect, but each day we continued to be
amazed. The old part of the city is full of old
well preserved buildings. Definitely a place we
would recommend visiting and for those that
are interested we can suggest places to visit
and eat out.

Tony
Important Reminder.
The August club night is the last chance to
get your entry form in for the Lancashire
Lanes Run.
If you are able to help out during the Lanes
run (either at the start or the finish) please
let me know. Also try and get to the August
club night, we are planning to have a run
meeting so that we can work out who can
do what at the start or finish.
If anyone is interested in purchasing any
items of club clothing please let me or a
member of the committee know. (See order
form in Newsletter)
Don't forget to check out the club web site,
also please pass on any articles or
information that would be suitable for
publishing on the site.
www.prestonmg.co.uk

Secretary’s Notes
Oh dear, it's the end of August and summer is
over and instead of loads of sunshine we've had
bucket after bucket full of rain. Still, not to
grumble. As we get to the end of August we still
have the Lancashire Lanes to look forward to
and of course the annual dinner.
The auto test at the Schultz estate was
interesting. This year, instead of driving around a
course as quickly as possible and without
knocking over the cones, we had to drive around
a course as quickly as possible and without
knocking over the cones - blindfolded. Now
whose daft idea was that? Yours truly went first
with Tony navigating. Normally Julie would
navigate, but she was still enjoying her fish and
chips. (Who brings fish and chips to a BBQ?)
Anyway, I was allowed to see where I was
driving to position the car on the start, the
blindfold was slipped over my head and the
3,2,1 go was shouted. The first cone was
reasonably easy to drive around, but after just a
short distance you became so disorientated, you
had no idea whereabouts you were going, how
fast you were going or even which field you
were in. In all the excitement I can't remember
who won, but I do remember Jeff Reid's V8
getting a little hot under the bonnet. No
damage was done, a fuse was found to be the
cause preventing the radiator fan from working.
All had a good evening, I'm sure.
Now they say things happen in 3's, what things?
Well unpleasant things usually; it started on
Friday 3rd August.
NUMBER 1. I'd offered to give Natalie a ride in
the truck from Preston back down to Wigan.
This meant a ride back home in the MG.
Normally this wouldn't be a problem, but by the
time I reached the Schultz estate, all was not
well with the MG. It was only running on two
cylinders and even after changing the spark
plugs, things weren't much better. The original
prognosis was a blown engine. Now this wasn't
good news considering we were leaving for the
Northern National event in Pateley Bridge the
next morning. To cut a long story short, Andy
managed to fix the MG replacing the head
gasket and “Dizzy” was back to her usual self.
The good news is that it wasn't as expensive as
having to buy a new engine; the bad news is I'll
have to wait a little longer for the V8
modification.
On Saturday 4th August, Julie and I met up with

Tony and Karen and Andy and Carole at the
Schultz estate. The 3 of us then set off in the
rain for Pately Bridge.
Whilst travelling at a healthy speed along the
A59 towards Skipton, Andy, who was leading
suffered NUMBER 2. Somewhere along the route
he'd picked up a nail in the nearside rear tyre.
You can guess the amount of fun we had
changing a wheel on the A59 in the rain.
Needless to say, we weren't as quick as the
Formula 1 teams and all eyes were now on Tony,
who hadn't had a mishap. Once we arrived at
the show ground, we located our stand, erected
the gazebos had a brew and then headed off to
Ollie's in the village, Ollie's being a rather nice
Italian restaurant, which provided the venue for
Saturday night. Sunday Morning arrived and
after a quick drive from our overnight
accommodation we soon heard about NUMBER
3. Unfortunately, Steve Jones, who was one of
the remaining group of MG enthusiasts making
their way up to the show on Sunday, suffered
engine problems and had to turn back. Tony
breathed a large sigh of relief. He was off the
hook. The weather was bright and sunny, for a
change. Once again there is some good news
and some bad. First the bad, Preston & District
Enthusiasts Club lost the defence of the best
club stand. The good news is that Ray Clapham
won best in class with his 1950 MG YA.
Congratulations Ray, well done.
Thursday 17th August was the evening run
starting from Bygone Times in Eccleston. Six
MG's turned up for the start of the event. Whilst
there was a slight inconvenience in the A581
near Croston being closed for a short time,
everyone got back to the safety of the “Welcome
Tavern”.
Don't forget about the Lancashire Lanes Run on
September 8th. It's not too late to enter. I have
also noticed that there are rather a large number
of MG enthusiasts that are proud owners of 4x4
vehicles. Whether this is to provide a means of
towing when our MG inevitably breaks down or
what I'm not sure. However, I have organised a
4x4 off road weekend for the 22nd & 23rd
September in Dalby Forest. If you're interested
please see the advert in this newsletter.
Bye for now,

Graham

Editorial
Thanks to Bill Ryding for succeeding in finding a date and venue for our annual dinner and
prizegiving this year. It's on Saturday 8th December at Brook House Hotel & Bistro, Clayton-leWoods. Please put this date in your diary now, and further information will be issued next
month.
John Fawcett has advised the committee that the Jaguar factories in Birmingham and Hailwood
are open to groups of visitors on some weekdays. The S and XJ models are made at Birmingham,
and the X type and Range Rovers at Hailwood. It has been suggested that we could arrange a
group visit to either of the plants - tours take about two and a half hours - should we have
sufficient interest from members. Please let a committee member know if you'd like to
participate.
Roger Schofield has submitted an article 'Tinsnips' with some motoring orientated snippets of
general interest. Roger has intimated that should his contribution receive favourable reception
from the members, he could make this a regular feature of the newsletter. I'd be grateful for
your views.
The front page photo shows the young son of recent new members Andy and Chris Smith, with
their BGT. Welcome to all four of them.
Attached to this issue is a codeword puzzle set by my good lady, a devotee of this type of brain
teaser. Please have a go and send in your completed entries - there's a prize of a Travel Scrabble,
which will be presented at the annual dinner following a draw of correct entries.
Now for the joke Adam was hanging around the Garden of Eden feeling very lonely.
So, God asked him, "What's wrong with you?"
Adam said he didn't have anyone to talk to.
God said that He was going to make Adam a companion
and that it would be a woman.
He said, "This pretty lady will gather food for you; she will cook for you,
and when you discover clothing, she will wash it for you.
She will always agree with every decision you make and she will not nag you,
and will always be the first to admit she was wrong when you've had a disagreement.
She will praise you!
She will bear your children.
and never ask you to get up in the middle of the night to take care of them.
"She will NEVER have a headache and will freely give you love and
passion whenever you need it."
Adam asked God, "What will a woman like this cost?"
God replied, "An arm and a leg."
Then Adam asked, "What can I get for a rib?"
Of course the rest is history......................

Bill B

The Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club

4x4 off road adventure weekend
Saturday 22nd & Sunday 23rd September
Following the success of last years dirty weekend,
a number of club members have expressed an interest
in taking their own 4x4 off road for a weekend.
A weekend has provisionally been booked staying at a
primitive campsite at the rear of a pub.
The facilities do include showers and a toilet block but
no electric hook ups for the posh ones who want to bring
a caravan. Tents are for those who really want to get
down to earth.
The cost of the weekend is £10 per night at the “Mucky Duck” Inn and £35 to take your own
4x4 round the forest trail. (Up to 4 drivers per vehicle) If you don't want to get your “Chelsea
Tractor” dirty or dare I say scratched, you can hire a very basic 4x4 Suzuki Jeep for around £90.
The more drivers sharing the jeep, the cheaper it becomes per person.
Friday 21st Sept.

Arrive and set up camp followed by the sampling of the landlord's
best ale.

Saturday 22nd Sept

Breakfast, (obviously) and then depart for Dalby Forest.
(There is a £5.00 toll into the forest)
There are 3 different routes through the forest, “easy”, “interesting”
and “B#**dy hard” All routes take a minimum of 3 hours to complete.
After the drive through the forest, a picnic is enjoyed by the lake.
(Subject the weather). Evening is then spent enjoying the Landlords
finest ales, again and sampling the local cuisine. (Showers are optional
but recommended to avoid embarrassment!)

Sunday 23rd Sept

Breakfast, for those who didn't eat enough the previous night and
then pack up and depart for Preston.

I would strongly advise bringing Wellington Boots, and a change of underwear. If you're still
interested, please contact me (Graham) on 07760 220398. We are limited to 6 pitches on the
campsite only.

Sunday 9th Sept 2007
The 7th Annual
“Lancashire Lanes Run”
Est. 1980
Driver..............................................................................................................................................
Passenger .......................................................................................................................................
ADDRESS: .......................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................
POSTCODE ......................................................................................................................................
TEL No: ...........................................................................................................................................
MAKE of CAR ...............................................................MODEL ......................................................
YEAR ...........................................................................REG No: ......................................................
CAR CLUB .......................................................................................................................................
e-mail address ................................................................................................................................
Car with Passenger ..............................................................................................................£14.00
Number of additional passengers @ £2.00 ....................................................................................
Total................................................................................................................................................
Entry Fee is £14.00 per car (driver and passenger), which includes, tea or coffee at the start,
rally plate, route book and entry into the 19th Lancashire Classic Car & Motorcycle Show.
For additional passengers please add £2 each. The run will be approximately 85 miles starting
at Historic Samlesbury Hall and finishing at Hoghton Tower.
Please make cheques payable to: - Preston & District MGEC
Closing date for entries 17TH AUGUST.
Please include a stamped, self-addressed envelope for an acknowledgement of receipt and for
details of the start venue (these will be sent out in August).
To:

Joy Hunter
3 Erskine Road, Chorley, Lancashire PR6 0HS.
Tel: 01257 241923

'Tin snips' - from Roger Schofield
As someone who has to use their car for business purposes, I recently undertook a short 'safe
driving' refresher course provided by the Institute of Advanced Motorists (IAM). Successful
completion resulted in 12 months complimentary associate membership of the IAM and their
quarterly magazine has proved to be a veritable treasure trove of motoring 'snippets' - all of which
can be reproduced freely in motor club newsletters without fear of copyright infringement. The
following selection of snippets have been 'mined' from the IAM's magazine “Advanced Driving” and
other random motoring articles which I have come across over the past few weeks.
Live and die by the sword.

No overtaking for trucks on the A14

Whilst off duty, Strathclyde Police Chief
Superintendent Kenny Scott (no pun intended)
was stopped by officers from his own force on
the M74 for using his hand-held mobile phone
whilst driving. Sup't Scott was fined £60 and
given three penalty points on his licence.

For those of you who have spent endless,
(frustrating) miles following an articulated lorry
in the outside lane of the A1 (or similar two lane
carriageway) whilst it tries - ever so slowly to
overtake another lorry travelling at an almost
identical speed, you might be interested in a
pilot initiative in Northamptonshire.

Call for ban on smoking drivers

An overtaking ban for lorries has been
introduced on two separate stretches of the
A14 (where there are long hills) in an attempt to
reduce traffic congestion.
Presumably,
Northants car drivers would like the two
separate stretches to be the northbound
carriageway and the southbound carriageway.

The Local Authority Road Safety Officers'
Association (LARSOA) has called for a ban on
smoking whilst driving, which it says is a
dangerous distraction.
LARSOA's concern is that most drivers will light
up in their car due to the ban on smoking in
public. The ban also prevents drivers smoking
in company owned vehicles which are classed as
work places, if they are used by more than one
employee.

Long distance drivers
The average commuter travels the equivalent of
two and a half times round the world during
their working life - according to RAC
Foundation figures.

Six point drivers 'not reckless'
Insurance firm 'Swinton' is to stop automatically
charging higher premiums for drivers who have
more than six points on their driving licence.
Because so many drivers now have speeding
points, Swinton says that points can no longer
be used to identify 'high-risk' drivers. “A few
years ago, insurers might have assumed that a
motorist with six or more points on their licence
was a reckless driver, but that is no longer
necessarily the case.”

Petition for P-plates
Crooks commit more road crime
Road safety pressure group 'Learn and Live' has
placed a petition on the 10 Downing Street
website requesting the introduction of a
graduated driving licence. During a two-year
probationary period, new drivers would have to
display P-plates and be restricted in the number
of young people they could carry.

Worst congested road
The M1 near Luton was the worst congested
hotspot last year with almost twice as many
hold -ups as the M6 through Birmingham.

Research from the government's Transport
Research Laboratory suggests that the link
between traffic and criminal offences is much
greater than previously thought. Men who
commit between 4 and 8 criminal offences also
commit over 20 times more motoring offences
than men who do not have a conviction.
Edmund King of the RAC Foundation believes
that if police target the motoring underclass,
(those that repeatedly commit motoring
offences), they will be more effective in
reducing general crime.

Insurance fraudsters hit drivers in 'Crash-for-Cash' scam
Once again, the NW leads a
poll it would probably prefer
not to - if it had a choice!
The Insurance Fraud Bureau
(IFB) has warned drivers about
the rise of 'crash-for-cash' - a
scam
where
fraudsters
deliberately provoke a crash in
order to claim on insurance.
Typically,
the
fraudster
performs
an
unexpected
emergency
stop,
causing
another driver to crash into the
rear of their car. Claims are
then made against the
innocent driver's insurer, often

including several accounts of
fictitious injuries from other
members of the gang on board
the car. Each successful scam
can net the criminals up to
£30,000, with the proceeds
often being used to fund other
forms of serious crime such as
drug trafficking & gun running.
According to IFB research, over
22,500 fraudulent crashes
have been staged since 1999.
“The criminal gangs targeting
honest motorists are ruthless
and innocent lives are being
put at risk” says John Beadle,
Chair-man of the IFB.

Top ten 'Crash-for-Cash'
hotspots
(Estimated number of
staged crashes 1999-2006)
Blackburn - 1710
Bradford - 1669
Birmingham - 1510
Oldham - 1034
Bolton - 986
Manchester - 979
Liverpool - 972
Preston - 731
East London - 690
Luton - 683

Women drivers safer than men

Still driving at 100 years old

Men - you're not going to like this one!

Britain's oldest driver took a spin in his MG, (OK
- it was a Reliant Robin), to celebrate his 100th
birthday.

A survey by Brake and Green Flag has shown
that many drivers have no idea that women
drivers are much safer than men.
Almost half believe that men and women are
equally dangerous - despite the fact that 97% of
convictions for dangerous driving go to men!
“It is shocking that drivers know so little about
the division between male and female drivers”,
said Brake's head of education. Brake is calling
for driver education aimed specifically at men.

Largest manufacturer of cars
Toyota has finally overtaken General Motors as
the world's biggest car manufacturer.
(Presumably, Jeremy Clarkson will have a
something to say on this subject.)

Norman Yeo never actually passed a driving test,
but he did get his motorcycle licence in 1952
and has been driving three-wheelers for the
past 35 years without an accident or a speeding
ticket. (Clearly, he is not typical of those
surveyed in the Brake / Green Flag survey!)

Roadworks speeding fines hit £5 million
Drivers caught speeding through motorway
road-works received more than £5m worth of
speeding tickets last year.
A safety camera partnership spokesman said
that drivers were increasingly being caught by
roadwork cameras 'because the public don't
think the temporary speed limits count'.

Car parking prices continue to rise
Car parking charges have gone up by 40% since
2000. The average cost of leaving your car for
two hours has increased from 86p to £1.21.
Heftiest prices is London's Westminster where 2
hours parking will cost you a whopping £7.99!

Top speeding hotspot was the M2 in Kent where
17,000 roadwork speeders were detected,
followed by 15,000 on the M40 in the Thames
Valley.

Club Nights
Directions
• From M65 roundabout follow A6 London Way
towards Preston.
• Go straight across first roundabout continuing
on A6 London Way.
• At second roundabout take first exit onto
Carrwood Road.
• Then take first left onto Millwood Road.
• Then take first left onto Upper Hennel Lane.
• Then Take first left and first left onto pub car par.
• Keep left and park in front of pub.

The Welcome Tavern,
Upper Hennel Lane,
Walton Park,
Preston
PR5 5UL

Club Regalia
If you are interested in any of the club clothing please fill in the attached form below (Please circle sizes
required and enter quantity in the box to the right) and pass on to a member of the committee. A deposit
will be required before orders are placed.
Description

Model No.

X Small

Small

Medium

Large

X Large

XX Large

Price

V Neck “T” Shirt

SS72

Ladies

8

10/12

12/14

14/16

18

N/A

£10.25

Sleeveless “T” Shirt

H704

Ladies

8

10

12

14

16

N/A

£7.25

“T” Shirt

ZT180

All

34

36

38/40

42

44

46/48

£7.00

Polo Shirt

538

All

34

36

38/40

42

44

46/48

£12.50

Rugby Shirt

FR1

All

36

38/40

42

44

46/48

£20.00

Short Sleeved
Oxford Shirt

K109

Fleece

870M

All

Baseball Cap.
Bottle Green with
Tan Suede Peak

4200

All

N/A

Sized in shirt collar sized (14.5 to 20) Size rqd.............Quantity............. £17.00
34

37

41

44

48

One size fits all Quantity..................

52

£22.00

£6.00

All “T” shirts are white with green embroidered badge; all other garments are green with white
embroidered badge.
We have the following items in stock: - Polo Shirts @ £8.00, Large white 'T' shirts @ £5.00 and Club Ties
@ £0.50

Calendar of Events for 2007
Date

Club Event

At

Time

Meet

Tue 28 Aug

Evening Run

Preston

19.30 Welcome Tavern

Sun 9 Sep

Lancashire Lanes Run

Tue 25 Sep

Natter & Noggin

Preston

20.00 Welcome Tavern

Tue 30 Oct

Quiz Night

Preston

20.00 Welcome Tavern

Tue 27 Nov

2008 Events Planning - give us your ideas

Preston

20.00 Welcome Tavern

Fri 7 Dec

Annual Dinner

Clayton-le-Woods

19.30 Brook House Hotel

Sat 29 Dec

Cold Turkey Run

TBA

TBA

09.30 Samlesbury Hall

TBA

Committee, Contacts
& Useful Information
Committee
Chairman

Tony Sharples

Leyland (01772) 495417
Mobile 07950 659470
tony.sharples@blueyonder.co.uk

Secretary

Graham Lockwood

Chorley (01257) 253723
Mobile 07760 220398
Zen55133@zen.co.uk

Treasurer

Mark Blennerhassett

Chorley (01257) 268810

Membership

Gordon Mallett

Burnley (01282) 429658
Mobile 07725503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com

Technical

Andy Schultz

Preston (01772) 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

Events

Bill Ryding

Preston (01772) 323116
william@wryding.wanadoo.co.uk

General

Kevin Doran

kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com

Newsletter Editor
Bill Bradshaw

Chorley (01257) 261134
bill.bradshaw@btinternet.com
All articles are to be sent to the editor by the 15th of the month. The Newsletter will be
published and posted at the end of each month (Jan to Nov) in time for club night.

Trading Members
Andy Schultz

Cuerden Classics

Preston (01772) 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk

John Ashworth

Accident Repairs etc

Croston (01772) 600964

