Preston & District MG
Enthusiasts club

Established 1980

April 2016

newsletter

Sunday run 10th April
Cars start to gather for what was a very good turn out, on an unusually sunny day
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Chairman’s Chat
Hi,
As we are now well into Spring, let’s hope the weather gets better and that we
can enjoy getting out and about in our MG’s.
Events
March 29th Guest Speaker.
Considering how many people seemed to have been affected by the latest cold
type illness, there was a good turnout for what I think has been one of our best
guest speaker evenings for some time.
Norman Harris is a retired engineering manager from the aerospace industry and
now has a keen interest in Harley Davidson motor cycles, classic cars and
travelling and from this has created a range of talks. The one given was;
USA Coast to Coast to Coast by Harley-Davidson
Not just a motorcycle-orientated presentation, but a travelogue of my solo ride
9000 mile across the USA, staring with the reason for going, the 100 th
anniversary celebrations of Harley-Davidson in Milwaukee. The celebrations are
a relatively small part of the presentation which moves on to parts of the USA
that the typical visitor to the USA would not see, like the Meteor Crater, Painted
Desert, Route 66 etc.
I found the talk very interesting and it reminded me of some of the 25+ trips
that Karen and I have taken to the States. Although most of these have been
skiing trips we have also visited the Yosemite and Yellowstone National parks, the
Grand Canyon, Las Vegas and bits of the original Route 66, but to name a few.
The photos below are from Oatman on an original part of Route 66 in Arizona,
which is (in US terms) an old town that had as many wild donkeys in the street as
there were Harley Davidsons.
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The final photos are of the 5Litre Mustang we hired for the trip between Lake
Havasu (now the home of London Bridge) and Las Vegas. Well I mean you can’t
visit the states and not drive a Mustang.

April 10th Run & Sunday Lunch
What a great start to the clubs planned runs. Some 25 MG’s (and other daily run
abouts) met at Guys Court on a bright sunny morning and set off on a 30 mile run
to Lytham where many then stopped for lunch.
I have to say we really enjoyed the day but I must apologise on behalf of the
route planner (no names mentioned) for the confusion about 2/3rds of the way
round due to a road closure. In his defence it wasn’t closed when it was checked
last year prior to the Cold Turkey date.
Announcements / reminders
· April 24th Drive it Day and Treasure Hunt.
· April 26th Club Night. Including Quiz.
· May 15th Club Run & Lunch.
· May 31st Club Night & Evening Run.
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Also not club events but for those that are interested;
May 7/8th Event City Mcr. Northern Classic Car Show.
May 29th Wrea Green Classic Show (1 – 3pm)
Club Business
In last past couple of Newsletters, I asked you to let me know if you thought the
club should have a “Facebook” page, but with only one reply it was not obvious as
to how we should proceed. After some discussion at the last committee meeting
we agreed that we should give it a go (for a trail period) especially as we had a
club member (Eric Tomlinson) who volunteered to create and run the page.
So far I have never used or had any interest in Facebook so know little about how
it works. Although I am sure it could be very good for the club and its members
I also have concerns as you often hear horror stories about it being misused.
Hopefully some or most of my concerns will have been addressed as I understand
a Facebook page has now been set up as a “closed group” and will only be open to
club members.
(who will be sent invites to join the page now that you have received this
Newsletter)
The page will be administered by Eric and the committee and we would like to
encourage you to send or at least read the posts.
So as to ensure that the trial is successful, I would ask that any posts take into
consideration other members privacy, that they wouldn’t cause offence and that
they reflect the purpose of the club as per the extract below from the club
constitution.
The objects of the club are to promote a common interest in the upkeep, preservation,
restoration, and use of MG motor cars, to provide social events that foster friendship and
enjoyment among its members, and to engage in activities that support the club and the
interests of its members.

Well that’s all for now and we hope to see many of you soon.

Tony
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Secretary’s Scribbles
I bought my present RV8 in July 2011, and at that time I contacted several
insurance companies to get competitive quotes for insurance cover. I had my
previous MG Roadster insured with the same company since I bought it in
2001, but thought I ought to have a fresh look, having changed cars. I got
what I thought was a good deal, somewhere around the £175 mark which
included European breakdown cover and a limited mileage of 5000 miles.
Now – I can accept that insurance companies will charge a bit more each year
at renewal, but when I received my renewal papers in March this year, I could
not believe that my premium was to go up by another £90. The renewal notice
did not show what last year’s premium was, but I do keep a record for the 3
cars I own. Well, you may also have experienced this type of rip off, and I’m
sure the insurance company was hoping that I would just accept, and the
renewal would go ahead without any paperwork being necessary. So I
contacted several classic car insurers and lo and behold managed to get a
good deal for less than £175, which also included European breakdown cover
and a fixed valuation. The downside was a limited mileage of 3000, which I will
have to watch carefully. Needless to say I rang my existing company to
express my dissatisfaction, and cancelled the policy despite their request to
re-look at the premium cost.
But the point is that we are constantly being ripped off by the big insurance
companies, with whom loyalty means absolutely nothing. I think Go Compare
& Confused.Com go a long way in helping a car owner to find the right deal at
the right price, although they may not be suitable for the classic car owner. So,
as they say, don’t let the B……. grind you down!
And the following may be of interest to you, particularly if you are considering
buying a 2nd hand car, or indeed wish to find out details relating to your car(s)
or someone else’s car. You may already know about this, but I for sure didn’t
until recently.
If you look at the website https://www.vehicleenquiry.service.gov.uk it will ask
you for the registration No. and make of car. Once this information has been
entered and you press CLICK, you will be given the full details of that vehicle –
the date of 1st registration, the year of manufacture, engine size, CO2
emission level, fuel type, colour and if the car is taxed. Quite a wealth of
information.
Additionally, looking at the website https://www.check-mot.service.gov.uk and
entering registration No. and make of car, will provide all details, including
mileage and advisories, of a car’s MOT history since 2005. This again may be
of interest to anyone buying a ‘modern classic’ say an MGF or TF, or indeed a
modern car.
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And as Tony has already said, what a great turnout of cars last Sunday for the
re-run of the Cold Turkey. It was unfortunate that a small but important road
on the route was closed and we all had to detour to the lunch stop, the County
Hotel, where parking on a sunny Sunday was not easy. So – apologies to
anyone who had difficulty.
Drive It Day details have been issued by broadcast, and hopefully there will be
a good turnout for this annual event – and good weather.
GODFREY

After over 2 years in the workshop it`s nice to see Gordon`s other pride and joy
back to its former level of unfaltering reliability - it`s been a complete triumph !
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It is the annual Drive It Day on Sunday the 24th April.

This is the day on which classic car drivers across Britain are
encouraged to take to the road, to boost recognition that the classic
car movement is still very much alive in this country.
Our club will hold its annual run & treasure hunt this year, starting
in Clitheroe, and finishing for lunch at the New Drop Inn at
Knowle Green.
Stephen & Trish Gaskell have organised both the run and the
treasure hunt, having been winners of the treasure hunt last year.
A big thank you goes to both of them for their hard work and
efforts this year.
So - all cars should meet on the Booth’s Supermarket car park on
Station Road, Clitheroe (Post Code BB7 2JT) at about 10.00am. It
would be more convenient if cars could park up near the Station
end of the car park, i.e. the end furthest away from the store.
Booth’s do not have an in-store cafe, but there is a cafe called
Maxwells, near to where we will be parking, where refreshments
can be obtained, if required.
After the treasure hunt around the town, there will be a 22 mile
run to the New Drop Inn at Knowle Green.
Please note that lunch is not ‘fixed’ so that participants can order
whatever they want from the menu, from a 4 courser Sunday
Lunch to a round of sandwiches. Details can be found on the New
Drop’s website www.thenewdrop.co.uk .
If you are definitely going to have lunch, it would be helpful to let
Stephen know, although its not absolutely essential at this stage.
Stephen’s e-mail address is: stephen.gaskell@outlook.com
All for now
Godfrey
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Sunday run April 2016
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Sunday 21st August 2016.
The 15th “Lancashire Lanes Run”
Open to all MG & Classic Cars
Join us by enjoying an 85+ mile tour of the picturesque Lancashire
countryside. Starting and finishing at Dobbies Garden Centre.
(Blackpool Road, Clifton, Nr Preston)
The entry fee of £13.00 includes car with 2 occupants, tea or coffee with
biscuits at the start, tulip style route book and classic rally plate.
The route book will indicate possible picnic spots and pubs for lunch; there is
also cafe & restaurant in the Garden Centre for those who may wish to eat at
the end of the run.
For information and booking form please contact: Tony Sharples
31 Riverside Avenue
Farington Moss
Leyland
Lancashire
PR26 6RQ
Tel: - 01772 495417

(Enquiries: ( - 01772 495417)
Web Page: - www.prestonmg.co.uk
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Sunday 21st August 2016.
The 16th Annual
Lancashire Lanes Run
Driver
Passenger
ADDRESS:

POSTCODE
TEL No:
MAKE of CAR
MODEL
YEAR
REG No:
CAR CLUB
e-mail address
Car with Passenger

£13.00

Number of additional passengers @ £2.00
Total

Entry Fee of £13.00 per car (driver and passenger), which includes, tea or
coffee with biscuits at the start, rally plate, and tulip style route book.
For additional passengers please add £2.00 each.
The run will be approximately 85+ miles, starting and finishing at:
Dobbies Garden Centre
(Blackpool Road, Clifton, Nr Preston)
Please make cheques payable to: - Preston & District MGEC
Closing date for entries is the 8th August.
Please include a stamped, self-addressed envelope (or e-mail address) for
an acknowledgement of receipt and for details of the start venue etc.
Send entry form and cheque to:

Tony Sharples
31 Riverside Avenue
Farington Moss
Leyland
Lancashire
PR26 6RQ
Tel: - 01772 495417
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PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC
Calendar of Club Events 2016
Jan

26th

AGM

Feb

23rd

Club Night - Bowling at Lakeside 8.30pm start

Mar

29th

Club Night - Speaker

Apr

10th
24th
26th

Club Run & Lunch
Drive It Day - inc. Treasure Hunt
Club Night - including a quiz

May

7/8th
15th
29th
31st

Event City, Mcr. - Northern Classic Car Show
Club Run & Lunch
Wrea Green Classic Show (1-3pm)
Club Night - possible evening run

3/6th

NTBHWE - Northumberland

12th
19th
26th
28th

Classic Car Show - Hoghton Tower
Cobblestone Run - North Manchester
Classic Car Show - Towneley Park, Burnley
Autotest - Schultz Palace

2nd
3rd
10th
17th
17th
17th
24th
26th

Lostock Hall Carnival (5 cars wanted)
Leighton Hall Classic Car Show
Club Run & Lunch
14th Black Pudding Run - Bury
Fleetwood Tram Day
Yorkshire Pudding Run
24th Pendle Run
Club Night - SYCO

Aug

7th
21st
27-29th
30th

Northern National, Pateley Bridge
Lancashire Lanes Run
Oulton Park Gold Cup Race Meeting
Club Night

Sep

10th
11th
11th
18th
27th

Oulton Park - MG Race Meeting
Fairhaven Classic - Lunch after
34th Hoghton Tower Car Show
Canberra Club meeting
Club Night

Oct

9th
25th

Sunday Run & Lunch
Club Night (with possible speaker)

Nov

5th
29th

Bonfire, fireworks at the Schultz Estate
Club Night - inc. the Schofield Christmas Quiz

Dec

3rd
29th

Annual Dinner - Ashton & Lea GC
Cold Turkey Run

Jun

Jul
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Show your car £10

9.00 meet @ B&Q
9.00 meet @ B&Q

9.00 meet @ Phantom
TBA
9.30 meet @ Ribble Pilot

9.00 meet @ TBA

11.00am @ BAE

Committee, Contacts
and Useful Information
Chairman
Tony Sharples Tel: 01772 495417
tony.sharples@blueyonder,co,uk
Secretary
Godfrey Dennis Tel: 01772 640841
grf.dennis@gmail.com
Treasurer
Mick Bamber Tel: 01772 321559
mick@mcbamber.com
Membership
Gordon Mallett Tel: 01282 429658
gordon.mg@btinternet.com
Vice Chairman
Kevin Doran Tel: 01772 877285
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com
General
Paul Heyes Tel: 0161 725 9966
paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com
General
Michael Hart Tel: 01772 725275
blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Mobile: 07941 679121

Mobile: 07780 682592

Mobile: 07730 435929

Mobile: 07725 503888

Mobile: 07746 366722

Mobile: 07930 313459

Mobile: 07505 261593

Newsletter
Editor: Paul Heyes
61 Turks Road, Radcliffe, Manchester M26 4GA
all articles to the editor by 15th of the month by e mail or post
e-mail paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com
Honorary president
Bill Ryding Tel.01772 323116
Mobile 07770 440422
e-mail william.ryding@virginmedia.com
Webmaster
Michael Hart Tel: 01772 725275
Mobile: 07505 261593
e-mail: blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com
Trading Members
Andy Schultz – Cuerden Classics
(the club’s technical consultant) Tel: 01772 627120
Mobile: 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk
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