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These two panoramic photographs show the two halves of the car park outside The British
Heritage Museum in Gaydon earlier this month, Sunday the 15th April. This event marked the
first run celebrating the MGB’s 50th birthday, and there were over 450 cars in attendance, mine
included.
More later.

DRIVE IT DAY (and Treasure Hunt) —this Sunday 22nd April
This Run, organised by Alan & Dot (whose decision is final) is just under 40 miles, finishing
in Garstang. There’s a large car park in Garstang, unfortunately Pay & Display. Then it’s a
Treasure Hunt in the town, with lunch thereafter reserved for us at the Crofters Hotel on the
A6. The hotel is not expecting us until about 1.45pm onwards, and times are flexible.
We meet at the ASDA car park at Clayton Green (PR6 7JY) about 10.15am and expect to get
away about 10.45am.
I’ve spoken to the powers that be up above, so good weather is guaranteed on the day.
So be there if you can! Don’t miss it!

Godfrey… Ed.
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CHAIRMANS CHAT APRIL 2012
A LITTLE STORY FOR YOU

Charlotte Bronte had just returned to her home village of Haworth in the West Riding
of Yorkshire after visiting her good friend LUCY SNOWE who was fictional head of
the art department in a fictional boarding school in a fictional village called VILLETTE quite close to Brussels, the capital of Belgium.
It had been quite a journey from Villette to the Haworth parsonage which was home to
her family and much to her surprise her home greeting was somewhat saddened by the
turmoil she encountered on arrival.
Her father Patrick was sat in his study having just put the finishing touches to his Sunday sermon and had been joined by his daughters Anne and Emily and their young
brother Branwell .They were all in a heated argument with two shady characters, one, a
Mr Huhne a representative of the ―Government‖ and another devious looking chap
who said he was from the ―UK Wind Energy Association‖, that may be, but no doubt
he was in the pocket of Banks Renewables a chancing company with interests in green
energy and windmill manufacture.
Charlotte, after her quick ―hellos‖ soon joined in the verbal battle and Patrick became
so enraged that he used words that his siblings had never heard before and most certainly would never have been uttered from his pulpit!
―WHAT? in our back garden‖ shouted Patrick ―you must be having a giraffe and I suppose the Emmotts are behind all this, greedily looking for massive financial subsidies
as if they’re not wealthy enough already‖
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Emily tried to cool the situation by asking in ANTICIPATION if they had no SYMPATHY for the beautiful surrounding countryside and asked if there would be HOPE for
reconsideration of the matter.
Charlotte interrupted saying that they did receive THE LETTER regarding the proposed wind farm and had read it with great REGRET and was terribly upset to think
of the effect the noise would have on their EVENING SOLACE when sat overlooking
the WOOD and the wonderful moorland beyond.
Tearfully Anne cried ―this is our HOME you are destroying and I am sure Daddy will
make an APPEAL to the authorities. IF THIS BE ALL then get on your ways especially you –you man of SELF CONGRATULATION‖
Charlotte raged ―and take THE GREEN DWARF with you‖.
The very next day Patrick set about organising a petition against the ludicrous proposals and arranged a protest meeting on top of WUTHERING HEIGHTS where the
four stupid and worthless objects were to be placed. The whole village turned out in
support.
Charlotte brought along her close friends JANE EYRE and SHIRLEY and her old
school chum THE PROFESSOR . Anne was accompanied by her confidant AGNES
GREY and a neighbour who was THE TENANT OF WILDFELL HALL.

I wish them well in their efforts and sincerely hope that this area of beautiful countryside will not be blighted by the windmill farce which has devastated so much of our
country.
They say that the proposal would provide 4500 homes with electricity.
A

There are not 4500 homes in Haworth!

B

4 windmills would not boil a kettle, keep lights on and keep the
telly going on a daily basis in 4500 homes even if there were
that many homes in Haworth!

IMPORTANT
Should this proposal advance to public petition PLEASE support the

―NO‖ faction.
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Preston Tramway

I am sure that we all enjoyed the Guest Speaker Night on the 27th of
last month. Mr Lincoln Shields with his ―getting people back on track‖ in Preston via
Trampower certainly was entertaining despite the technical hitch with the projector
and I hope that we will see good progress with the scheme in the coming months.
In his closing comments he did mention that the proposals would have a ―green‖ consideration such that a windmill would be erected at the easterly end (Red Scar Terminus) of the east/west route for provision of supplementary electrical power !
Now I do know that Lincoln Shields is a friend of M. Bamber and I am therefore sure
that this statement, by arrangement, was included just as a ―dig‖ at me and my feelings
about the popular stupidity in these matters. However, should he be serious, let’s hope
that it is just as a visitor attraction and something to amuse the kids, otherwise I suggest that you either take the bus or walk!
Next Event:Sunday 22nd April - DRIVE IT DAY and TREASURE HUNT
Please note the details and times on the front page of this Newsletter.
There will be a special prize for the best turned out car on the day bearing in mind the
proximity to St Georges Day, judged by me so there will be no bias with the decision.

SEE YOU THERE
BILL
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Secretary’s Scribble
So—back to Sunday the 15th, and the MGB 50th Birthday Run to Gaydon. It was a crisp
morning, blue sky, and perfect weather for the top down, I thought. I had two layers of clothing on, a beanie hat and gloves, and off I set to meet Richard Wood (a Caribbean Blue RV8
owner from Rawtenstall) at 8am at Charnock Richard Services going south. His top was up,
and he thought I was mad having mine down.
However, off we set together, doing a steady 70, sometimes higher, cruising down the M6, the
V8 ticking over at 2500 rpm. Just perfect. But, there was indeed a bite in the wind, and after
some 90 miles, I was definitely feeling the cold, particularly in the fingertips and around my
shoulders and head. Now I’m not one to have the hood up unless I have to, but it was clearly
time to pull in and put it up. Off again, and oh boy that was much better. After a trouble free
run, arriving at Gaydon about 10.30am, we parked up on the front row outside the Heritage
Museum. As the sun was out and we were stationary, the roof came down again.
Around 450 MGs turned up during the day, most out on various local runs, and the sheer sight
of so many cars was just wonderful. About a dozen RV8s turned up, and it was great fun just
wandering amongst the cars and stopping for a chat.
Then inside the Heritage Museum for my 1st time. Whilst there was a large number of MGs
on display, the museum highlighted the various decades of British motor manufacturing. On
display were many of the actual last models off the production lines— a 1980 MGB GT, a
Mini Cooper (did you know there were 5,387,862 Minis made?), the last Triumph Stag (1977), the
last Spitfire (1980), the last Dolomite Sprint (1980) and the last Rover 75 (2005). A 1948 Morris
Minor was also on display, the 1st production model ever produced. And then the ‘Record
Breakers’. A huge bright red 30s Sunbeam, 1000hp, stood out. This car set a land speed record
of over 200mph. The wire wheels were about 3 feet diameter, and the treads were about 6
inches wide! I could go on, but won’t.
We left Gaydon at about 4pm (roof up) and after a brief stop at Stafford Services, I was in the
house for 7pm. A very pleasant and enjoyable day out. Isn’t that what MG runs are supposed
to be?

Some of you may know that my wife Ann, with a close friend, has been cruising the south
China seas for the last 3 weeks. In her absence things at home have been a little difficult. Cooking does not come easily to me, but I eventually mastered the art of preparing a main meal in
the evenings. (I even managed to cook to perfection a fillet steak one night!) I also managed to get the
washing machine to work, after closely following Ann’s written instructions, but sadly she did
not leave any instructions on how to operate a steam iron. It looks a complicated old beast,
with all those dials and numbers. What do they all mean? In the old days you just plugged it in
and off you went. But she’s home now, she’s had a great time, and she bought me a super pair
of Ray Ban Aviators! I can pose now in the RV8!
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And—In relation to the problems caused by the addition of ethanol to petrol, the Federation
of British Historic Vehicle Clubs (FBHVC) has endorsed certain anti-corrosive products,
which are now available to buy. These products are designed to offer protection against potential corrosion of fuel systems, including tanks, pipework and fuel metering equipment on historic vehicles.
VSPe Power Plus, VSPe & EPS are available from Millers Oils, Opie Oils & Halfords, whilst
Ethanolmate is available from Flexolite.
All a step in the right direction, but the remaining problems of compatibility and combustion
still need to be addressed.

Cholmondeley Castle—Sunday 13th May
I now have 10 club passes for this event, and I will bring them to next week’s club night at the
Welcome Tavern. If you cannot be there next week and want to go to Cholmondeley, please let
me know if you want a pass, or alternatively turn up at Charnock Richard Services South, on
the Sunday morning, at 9.30am. Passes are £3.50 each.

Fathers day classic vehicle event at Ribble Steam Railway
For those unable to attend the NTBHWE we will be attending another local event. As the title
suggests the local steam train preservation society is running a classic car and train event at
their site on the 17th June. Michael Hart is the event point of contact for this.
Entry for those displaying is free and covers up to four people per vehicle, with free entry to
the museum itself and a train ride also included.
Ribble Steam Railway is next to Preston docks, so it makes sense to meet up there instead of
forming a convoy outside of Preston. I intend to there at 9am, and it would be helpful for
those attending to be there by 10am, as the doors open to the public at 10:30am. The last train
trip departs at 4pm and after returning it is planned to have a photo shoot with the cars and
trains.
The museum does have a shop, cafe offering light refreshments and toilet facilities, but only
accepts cash. Entry forms are available on the website and can be posted or e-mailed in, with a
pass posted or e-mailed back. I'll have some forms printed off, and with me for the next club
night.
Website: http://www.ribblesteam.org.uk
Address: Chain Caul Road, Preston, Lancashire, PR2 2PD
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Don’t forget that on the May club night, the 29th,

there will be a short run finishing at the
Welcome Tavern. Details will be in the next Newsletter.
The Heskin Steam Rally is on Sunday, 3rd June, and I have 14 free passes for this event. Mick
is still compiling a list for the Jacobs Join at this rally, and is looking for more contributions.

And finally— a couple of yarns for you, supplied by club members:
Can you imagine working for a company like this?
29 have been accused of spouse abuse,
7 have been arrested for fraud,
9 have been accused of writing bad cheques,
17 have directly or indirectly bankrupted at least 2 businesses,
3 have done time for assault,
71 cannot get a credit card due to bad credit,
14 have been arrested on drug-related charges,
8 have been arrested for shoplifting,
21 are currently defendants in lawsuits,
84 have been arrested for drink driving in the last year,
And collectively, this year alone, they have cost the British tax payer £92,993,748 in expenses!
Which organisation is this?
It’s the 635 members of the House of Commons! The same group that cranks out hundreds
of new laws each year designed to keep the rest of us in line. What a bunch of crooks we
have running the country—it says it all….
And just to top all that—they have the best corporate pension scheme in the country—whilst
making sure everyone else has the worst possible!
——————————————
You know how irritating mobile phones can be when used without discretion? Well……..
After a busy day this commuter settled down in his train from Waterloo for a nap as far as his
destination at Winchester, when the chap sitting near him hauled out his mobile and started up:
- "Hi darling it's Peter, I'm on the train - yes, I know it's the 6.30 not the 4.30 but I had a long
meeting - no, not with that floozie from the typing pool, with the boss—no darling you're the
only one in my life - yes, I'm sure, cross my heart" etc., etc.
This was still going on at Wimbledon , when the young woman opposite, driven beyond endurance, yelled at the top of her voice,
"Hey, Peter, turn that bloody phone off and come back to bed!!"

Godfrey
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Mike’s Crazy Cartoon

For Sale—MGB Unleaded Cylinder Head

This head came from a 18V MGB engine and has been re-machined to accept hard exhaust valve
seats for use with unleaded fuel. New valves have been carefully ground in and the mating surface re-machined. The head is finished in black engine lacquer.
The 12H 4736 cylinder head was used on MGB 18V series engines (mainly in rubber bumpered
cars), has 1.5625" inlet and 1.343" exhaust valves, with the rocker feed oil hole in the pedestal
positioned offset from the line of the bolt holes. I also have the corresponding rocker gear from
this engine for sale at additional £25 if taken with the head.
I have Bannister Engines machining receipt £126, valves from MGOC at £42.34, other new parts
(seals etc) supplied from my stock.
Priced to cover my costs at £175. Contact Bill Bradshaw 01257 261134, email
bill.bradshaw@btinternet.com
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Sunday 16th Sept 2012
The 12th Annual
Lancashire Lanes Run
Driver
Passenger
ADDRESS:

POSTCODE
TEL No:
MAKE of CAR
MODEL
YEAR
REG No:
CAR CLUB
e-mail address
£12.50

Car with Passenger
Number of additional
passengers @ £2.00
Total

Entry Fee is £12.50 per car (driver and passenger), which includes, tea or coffee with biscuits at the start, rally
plate, and tulip style route book. For additional passengers please add £2.00 each.
The run will be approximately 90 miles starting and finishing @ Barton Grange Garden Centre
Please make cheques payable to: - Preston & District MGEC
Closing date for entries is the 31st August.
Please include a stamped, self-addressed envelope (or e-mail address) for an acknowledgement of receipt and
for details of the start venue etc.
Entry forms also available on the club website: www.prestonmg.co.uk
Send entry form and cheque To:

Michael Hart
30 Bexhill Road
Ingol
Preston
Lancs
PR2 3UA
Tel: - 01772 725275
9

Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club Calendar 2012
Date

Day

Event

25 Mar

Sunday

27 Mar

Tuesday Club Night

20.00 Welcome Tavern

22 Apr

Sunday

Drive it Day, inc. Treasure Hunt

10.30 Asda Car Park, Clayton Green

13 May

Sunday

Cholmondeley Castle

9.30

Run & Lunch

29 May Tuesday Club Night - evening run

Time

Start

Note

10.30 Ley Inn, Clayton le Woods

M6 south—Charnock Richard
Services

Guest Speaker
Advise Secretary if
club pass required

20.00 TBA

3 Jun

Sunday

Heskin Steam Rally—Heskin
Hall

10.00 TBA

Free Ticket from
Secretary

10 Jun

Sunday

Garstang Auto Jumble

9.30

Burlingtons Broughton A6

Tickets £3 from
Secretary

15 Jun

Friday

NTBHW - Beamish weekend

9.30

TBA

Still room available.
Contact Bill

26 Jun

Tuesday Club Night—SYCO

20.00 Welcome Tavern

1 Jul

Sunday

Classic Car Show—Townley
Park, Burnley

9.30

TBA

8 Jul

Sunday

Leighton Hall

9.30

Burlingtons Broughton A6

15 Jul

Sunday

Fleetwood Tram Show/Display

9.30

TBA

22 Jul

Sunday

Run & Lunch

10.00 TBA

31 Jul

Tuesday Club Night Auto Test

19.30 Schultz Estate

5 Aug

Sunday

Northern National

9.30

5 Aug

Sunday

Yorkshire Classic Car & Bike
show, Ripley Castle, Harrogate

TBA
(As a possible alternative)

11 Aug Saturday Oulton Park MG race meeting

TBA

19 Aug

Sunday

10.00 TBA

28 Aug

Tuesday Club Night—evening run

20.00 TBA

9 Sep

Sunday

Run & Lunch—Fairhaven

10.00 Ribble Pilot car park

16 Sep

Sunday

Lancashire Lanes Run

TBA

25 Sep

Tuesday Club Night—Guest Speaker

20.00 Ian Podgson (MG) - hopefully

7 Oct

Sunday

St Annes Pleasureland Event

TBA

TBA

14 Oct

Sunday

Run & Lunch

TBA

TBA

30 Oct

Tuesday Club Night - Annual Quiz

20.00 Welcome Tavern

3 Nov

Saturday Bonfire Night & hotpot

20.00 Schultz Estate

Club Run (Pendle Witch
anniversary)

27 Nov Tuesday Club Night
1 Dec

Saturday Annual Dinner & awards

27 Dec Thursday Cold Turkey Run

TBA

TBA

20.00 Welcome Tavern
19.30 Ley Inn, Clayton le Woods
TBA
10

TBA

Advise if club pass
required

Also on Sat 4 Aug

Committee, Contacts
and Useful
Information
Honorary President – Jeff Reid
Committee
Chairman

Bill Ryding

Tel: 01772 323116
Mobile: 07770 440422
william@wryding.wanadoo.co.uk

Secretary

Godfrey Dennis

Tel: 01772 616877
grf.dennis@virgin.net

Mobile: 07780 682592

Treasurer

Mick Bamber

Tel: 01772 321559
mick@mcbamber.com

Mobile: 07730 435929

Membership

Gordon Mallett

Tel: 01282 429658
Mobile: 07725 503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com

Vice Chairman

Alan Fowler

Tel: 01772 424797
Mobile: 07989 311790
alan.fowler1972@tiscali.co.uk

General

Kevin Doran

Tel: 01772 877285
Mobile: 07746 366722
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com

General

Michael Hart

Tel: 01772 725275
Mobile: 07505 261593
blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Newsletter
Editor: Godfrey Dennis

Plumpton House, 21 Marsh Lane, Longton, Preston
PR4 5ZJ
All articles to be sent to the editor by email or post by the 15th of the month

Webmaster
Mike Newton

Tel: 0151 526 3419

e-mail: m.s.newton@btinternet.com

Trading Members
Andy Schultz (club technical consultant) Cuerden Classics
John Ashworth (Accident Repairs
etc.) Croston

Tel: 01772 627120
Mobile 07817 173158
andy@pr55xq.freeserve.co.uk
Tel: 01772 600964
johnashworth56@yahoo.co.uk

Club Website: http://www.prestonmg.co.uk
11

