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Lancashire Lanes Coastal Run
10th Anniversary
Sunday 19th September 2010
£22.50 per car based on 2 occupants

Please send SAE for entry
forms to Rosie Doran
51 Cuerdale Lane, Walton-leDale, Preston. PR5 4BP
Telephone 01772 877285
or see www.prestonmg.co.uk

Chairman's Chat
My Birthday Present arrived this week – a
home delivery by this London Company that I
seem to recall from the past!!

It was not gift wrapped but rather dumped on
the driveway with a hand written cash transit
note.

Goodness knows what I’m meant to do with it
but think I know a man who does.
Boring updates are guaranteed.
re Cockermouth Weekend.
On the 15th March a “bombshell” hit my e mail
inbox via Mick Bamber indicating that he had
information from The Trout Hotel that their
flood damage repair work would not be
completed for our arranged dates of 4,5,6 June
but offering revised dates as 25,26,27 June.
Immediately e mails were forwarded to all
those who had placed deposits asking if the
new dates were acceptable. I now have
feedback to the effect that the majority of
members can re arrange so that the weekend
tour can go ahead. Unfortunately Tony and
Karen have already booked their holiday for
these dates and Bob and Carol will be at Bobs
son’s wedding, an unforeseen disappointment
for the “Testosterone” team. However Bill and
Janet will be back from their Grecian 2010
and are now able to attend.
We now have 14 cars and accommodation to
suit with an option to include more should it
be necessary. So if others are interested please
let me know ASAP.

Guest Speaker Tuesday 29th March
Another cracking Club Night attendance in
excess of 50 – thanks to Roger Schofield for all
his efforts. We were thoroughly entertained
by Bettie Norwood and Roger Blaxall - one as
a driver of Lancashire Constabulary Traffic
MGAs in the late fifties and sixties and one as
a very knowledgeable historian of cars sourced
by the Police in the Greater Manchester area
and Lancashire County.
There was memorabilia and various
publications for all to see together with
Jospice calenders for everyone to take awayJospice is Roger Blaxall’s charity which we, as
a Club, are supporting at Formby on 3rd May.
Thanks again to our Roger for the presentation
to Bettie of a boxed set of three model MGA
Police vehicles in the Lancashire Force liverey.
I am informed that the Lancashire
Constabulary between the early thirties
through to the eighties were the largest single
purchaser in the UK of MGs for traffic duties.
We were joined by a couple of members from
our adjacent MG Club Lune and Wyre,
Graham Bracegirdle – Secretary, and his friend
Dave - Treasurer, who has recently purchased
and is in the process of restoring, a 1959
MGA ex Lancashire Police Traffic car.
As discussed on the evening we hope that we
can meet up more often with Lune and Wyre
Members on similar social occasions and also
share ideas and tulip routes which would be
to common advantage.
Sunday 25th April – St Georges Day Run
and Treasure Hunt
Burlingtons Car Park Broughton 9:30am
(see March Newsletter)
To avoid any confusion it is not necessary to
attend and also take lunch at The Lancaster
House Hotel on the return leg.
Everyone is invited to the run and treasure
hunt, my error in the March Newsletter is
occasioned by the request from the Hotel to
give them an indication of numbers who will
be lunching – this I will be able to establish
before we set off from Burlingtons and inform
them during the morning.
SO COME ALONG AND DRIVE IT!!
In closing I have, on our behalf, forwarded our
sincere thoughts to Bob and Carol together
with Ray, Lynda and Sam.
Bob's mother and Ray's father passed away in
recent days and I hope our support will be of
help to them at this difficult time.

Bill

Secretary's Scribbles
Well it's Tuesday evening, the chickens are
locked up - 3 eggs today, the ironing is done
(although the washing up isn't), and I have a
choice between watching Eastenders, or
writing something for this month’s newsletter.
So here goes for another month.
I don't know about you, but I've already had
just about enough of all this election business
– one of my colleagues at work today said
that he'd been listening to some political
debate last night and he thought “I quite like
the sound of them” then this morning on his
way into work he'd listened to radio 4 and
quite liked the sound of another party – is it
me? I don't like the sound of any of them.
Petrol is at an all time high (just as I'm about
to join Mick Bamber on a drive to France –
typical), I taxed my car at the beginning of
April and the young lady in the Post Office
took great delight in telling me that from 1st
April, the cost of road tax had just increased
by £16:00, flamin’ marvellous.

in Bispham by 3:00pm on a cold wet
Wednesday afternoon in March. We had been
kept pretty much in the dark about what
might be involved, but we were soon chatting
to other car clubs that had also been invited.
Around 30 – 35 cars gathered in the now
empty factory, and it transpired that one guy
had driven up that morning from Essex, and
another had made his way all the way up
from Southampton. So clearly, a lot of people
were very keen to be involved in whatever the
programme makers had in mind. If I can
digress for a moment, EMG had contacted us
and asked if we could take a few photos and
write a few lines about the day for their
monthly magazine. Attached below is the
article that Roger Schofield wrote on behalf of
the club. EMG appeared to be very pleased
with Roger’s article and I got the impression
that it was likely to be included in a
forthcoming issue.
Roger’s article.....

All of this got me thinking, a lot of people are
very extreme, very sure about what they
believe, they tend to be either far right or far
left of politics.
There's your right wing crew, a bunch of green
house gassing, money grabbing, seal
clubbing, oil drilling, bible thumping, right to
lifeing, missile firing, lethal injecting
hypocrites.

Standing 6ft 5ins and with a mouth that has
got him into more trouble than most career
criminals (he denies being racist claiming that
he hates everybody equally!), you’d be
forgiven for thinking that Jeremy Clarkson
would be a difficult person to miss. On the
contrary; when he doesn’t want to be seen,
he can be exceptionally elusive. But I get
ahead of myself.

Then there's your loony lefty Liberal people,
the bung smoking, Britain bashing, flag
burning, yoga posing, incense burning,
dolphin saving, salmon eating hypocrite
lunatics.
That's why I believe that the only place it
makes sense to be is the moderates, the
middle, the flip flopping, fence sitting, half in
half out, half arsed, non voting, so that you
can moan whoever wins.
Now, after that little rant, I thought one or
two of you might be interested in what went
on when a handful of members accepted Top
Gear’s invitation to be involved (albeit on the
periphery) in a programme for their
forthcoming series. We gathered a fine
selection of MG's which included a Midget, an
MGA, an MGB, an MGC and one of our
members arrived in a Frogeye Sprite.
Details were sketchy to say the least, but after
several changes to the recording schedule, we
were asked to arrive at the former TVR factory

In early March, the MGOC contacted Preston
& District MGEC and asked if we could provide
a selection of MGs to form part of a static
display of vehicles which would appear in an
episode of Top Gear. Details were sketchy, but
we were told by Top Gear that Clarkson,
James May and Richard Hammond would be
driving three British sports cars across the
country, finishing at the now defunct TVR
factory in Blackpool and from what we
understood, the producers were looking for a
selection of 35-40 ‘classic’ British sports cars
to include in the show.
We fielded 4 MGs, (a Midget, an ‘A’, a ‘B’ and
‘C’) whilst another of our members took his
Frogeye – flying the flag on behalf of Sprite
owners everywhere. Muster was 15:00 on
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Wednesday 24 March in one of the disused
factory buildings and we were amongst some
pretty tasty machinery. Cars on display
included a couple of Jags (an XK120 and an Etype), a group of Ginettas, a TR6, a Stag, a
Daimler Dart, a Morgan, a big Healey, a
superbly turned out Sunbeam Tiger (the list
was long but distinguished) although there
was only 1 TVR. The cars were given a last
polish and looked spectacular under the
lighting. All we had to do now was wait for
the presenters to arrive.

Clearly, making a programme such as Top
Gear is a constantly evolving event, because
when the presenters arrived (driving a Lotus
Elan, a TVR and a Jensen Healey), they didn’t
park amongst our display of finery; they
parked elsewhere in the factory and promptly
disappeared into one of the other buildings;
we never did find out why.

We did get a glimpse of the 3 presenters, and
Jeremy Clarkson and James May both poked
their noses in to see our display (James May
was even spotted signing autographs for
some local school children), but they departed
shortly thereafter and we didn’t see them
again. It was a shame that they didn't stop
for 5 minutes to say hello, although in their
defence 3 days filming probably seems like an
eternity and the instinct at the end of a shoot
must be to get home as quickly as possible
which can at times make you a bit
inconsiderate to those around you.

Between 6.00 and 8.00 in the evening, the
film crew filmed and took ‘stills’ of the static

display, but we weren’t allowed to watch. At
20:00, someone muttered those immortal
words “that’s a wrap”, filming stopped and
we all headed off into the night.
This was the culmination of three days filming
which will probably be condensed down into
about 15-20 minutes of one show, so an
awful lot of footage will end up on the
cutting room floor; (well it would if everything
wasn’t digital!).

So, if you want to know what Clarkson, May
and Hammond got up to on their classic car
adventure, you’re just going to have to do
what we are and watch the programme. (We
don’t know when that is either, but we think
it might be early summer.)

Impressions of the day were mixed with some
of our members having had a marvellous
time, while others (I must say the majority)
coming away pretty disillusioned with the way
the programme makers had treated those
individuals that had taken the time and effort
preparing their cars ahead of the day – I will
say no more.
So what's coming up, well as Bill has already
indicated, 25th April is Drive It Day when the
FBHVC urges all owners of licensed (additional
£16:00 from 1st April hmmmph!!!),classic and
historic vehicles to use them on 25th April.
FBVHC exists to uphold the freedom to use old
vehicles and Drive it Day is part of an ongoing
campaign to raise public awareness of the
historic vehicle movement. This date has been
chosen, because on 20th April in 1900, 64 cars
set out from London on the first day of the
famous Thousand Mile Trial round Great Britain
– an incredible undertaking by those early
motor cars and their pioneering drivers, and
one which deserves annual celebration.
We are meeting at 9:30 at Burlingtons
(Broughton Traffic Lights)
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27th April – Quick Quiz, come and ave a go if
you think you can beat Alan Fowler and his
Posse.
3rd May – Formby Show for those members
that have not already returned the application
form, I'm afraid you have now missed the
deadline. We are meeting on the day at
9:00am at the view point/car park on top of
Parbold Hill.
9th May – The club have ordered 8 tickets for
Cholmondeley car show. We have managed
to get these at a discount price. I'm afraid
these are being issued on a first come first
served basis.
16th May – Cold Turkey (reheated) Run, we
are re-running our Christmas run, which the
majority of our members didn't manage to
complete due to the awful snow and icy
conditions. We hope as many of you as
possible will be able to join us – we are using
this run as a celebration of the clubs 30th
anniversary. Starting from Guys Thatched
Hamlet (Bilsbrough) @ 10:00am and finishing
at The Hastings Restaurant in Lytham for a
meal.
25th May – Bloodhound presentation. This is
proving to be without doubt the most popular
and eagerly anticipated event of the year.
Graham is having kittens about the numbers
that are likely to turn up on the day. The
venue restricts us to 250 guests; now, that
may sound like a lot, but when you consider
that Graham expects approx 50 of his own
workforce and their guests, plus ourselves,
plus Lune and Wyre MG Club, plus Fylde MG
Club, plus the TVR club, plus the Octagon
Club, plus the Jaguar Club, you can see that it
is likely to be standing room only. So, if you
are planning on coming, we need you confirm
of you and your guests’ planned attendance
by the next club night at the latest. Please
send an e'mail to either myself or Graham
(Graham's e'mail address is
graham@gandjlockwood.myzen.co.uk).

Peter at the entrance.
'Welcome to heaven,' says St. Peter.. 'Before
you settle in, it seems there is a problem. We
seldom see a high official around these parts,
you see, so we're not sure what to do with
you.'
'No problem, just let me in,' says the man.
'Well, I'd like to, but I have orders from higher
up. What we'll do is have you spend one day
in hell and one in heaven. Then you can
choose where to spend eternity.'
'Really, I've made up my mind. I want to be in
heaven,' says the MP.
'I'm sorry, but we have our rules.'
And with that, St. Peter escorts him to the
elevator and he goes down, down, down to
hell. The doors open and he finds himself in
the middle of a green golf course. In the
distance is a clubhouse and standing in front
of it are all his friends and other politicians
who had worked with him.
Everyone is very happy and in evening dress.
They run to greet him, shake his hand, and
reminisce about the good times they had
while getting rich at the expense of the
people.
They play a friendly game of golf and then
dine on lobster, caviar and champagne.
Also present is the devil, who really is a very
friendly & nice guy who has a good time
dancing and telling jokes. They are having
such a good time that before he realizes it, it
is time to go.
Everyone gives him a hearty farewell and
waves while the elevator rises....
The elevator goes up, up, up and the door
reopens on heaven where St. Peter is waiting
for him.

And finally .............
'Now it's time to visit heaven.'
CHOICES........................
While walking down the street one day a
"Member of Parliament" is tragically hit by a
truck and dies.
His soul arrives in heaven and is met by St.

So, 24 hours pass with the MP joining a group
of contented souls moving from cloud to
cloud, playing the harp and singing. They
have a good time and, before he realizes it,
the 24 hours have gone by and St. Peter
returns.
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'Well, then, you've spent a day in hell and
another in heaven. Now choose your eternity.'
The MP reflects for a minute, then he answers:
'Well, I would never have said it before, I
mean heaven has been delightful, but I think I
would be better off in hell.'
So St. Peter escorts him to the elevator and he
goes down, down, down to hell.
Now the doors of the elevator open and he's
in the middle of a barren land covered with
waste and garbage.
He sees all his friends, dressed in rags, picking
up the trash and putting it in black bags as
more trash falls from above.

The devil comes over to him and puts his arm
around his shoulder. 'I don't understand,'
stammers the MP. 'Yesterday I was here and
there was a golf course and clubhouse, and
we ate lobster and caviar, drank champagne,
and danced and had a great time. Now there's
just a wasteland full of garbage and my
friends look miserable.
What happened?'
The devil looks at him, smiles and says,
“Yesterday we were campaigning...
“Today you voted”

Kevin

Calendar of Events for 2010
Date

Club Event

Time

Start / Meet

Sun 25 Apr

St Georges Day Run / Treasure Hunt

09.30

Burlington’s Broughton A6

Tues 27 Apr

Kwik Kwiz / Natter & Noggin

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Mon 3 May

Formby Show, Duke St car park

10.00

top Parbold Hill at 09.00

Sun 9 May

Cholmondley Castle

09.30

Charnock Richard M6 Services

Sun 16 May

Cold Turkey (reheated) Run
and 30th Anniversary Lunch

10.00

Guys Thatched Hamlet
Hastings Pub, Lytham

Tue 25 May

Bloodhound presentation

19.30

BAe Social Club Samlesbury

4/5/6 Jun

Cockermouth Weekend

TBA

TBA

Tues 29 Jun

Run & SYCO night

20.00

Finish Welcome Tavern

Sun 3 Jul

Lostock Hall Carnival

12.00

Lostock Hall

Sun 11 Jul

Leighton Hall

09.30

Burlington’s A6

Tue 27 Jul

Autotest

19.30

Schultz Estate

Sat/Sun 7/8 Aug

Northern National

TBA

TBA

Tue 31 Aug

Club Run

TBA

TBA

Sat 4 Sep

TVR event / lights switch on

TBA

Blackpool

Sun 19 Sep

Lancashire Lanes Run

TBA

TBA

Tue 28 Sep

Christians Museum Run

TBA

Banks

Tue 26 Oct

Quiz Night

20.00

Welcome Tavern

Sat 4 Dec

Annual Dinner

19.30

Farington Lodge

Other events may be added or details changed during the year.

Editorial
Approaching my dotage, I’m getting a little
confused with some of the TV programmes of
similar genre, particularly the two comedy
series that show three ageing characters doing
increasingly silly things that have morphed
into ‘Last Top of the Summer Gear’.
Kevin has written about our escapades at the
TVR factory in his section, so I won’t go on
about our somewhat disappointing day during
filming of our cars for the above.
Foggy Clarkson did make a brief appearance
to talk to the producer, but Clegg and Compo
didn’t even bother to come in, as far as I
could see. JC didn’t take any interest in the
cars (he’s not that tall, very scruffy, and was
wearing makeup (oops, touch of homophobia
creeping in there)), and very soon all three
disappeared from the site. They had arrived in
three ragtops carrying a garden shed, two
trees, and various garden ornaments, I don’t
know why, and the closest I got to the action
was having my picture taken by Karen with
one of the trees after it had been discarded.

Enough of this waffling, TV beckons - ‘Ashes
to Midsomer Frost’ is just starting, followed by
‘Strictly Come Over the Rainbow – On Ice’. ...
..... absolute rubbish – Poirot didn’t even
appear, and the ice must have melted before
the programme came on.
For those of you not going to Cockermouth,
consider going along to Grimsargh Field Day,
a family day that includes a procession, dog
shows, bbq, live bands, climbing wall, fair
ground, karate demonstration, stalls and
much more. They try and get as many classic
cars and bikes in the procession as possible
but the numbers are dwindling. The date of
the Field Day is Saturday 26th June. Please
contact Carly Callon on
carly.j.callon@baesystems.com, or 01772
856026 during working hours if you’d like to
take part in the procession.
FOR SALE – 4 15” MINILYTE WHEELS with
good Yokohama tyres for MGB or C, around
£300 from Alan Grindley – call him on
01744 819446.

Bill B

Around 30 classic sports cars had turned up,
some have driven up from as far away as
Southampton, and arranged in a disused
factory area, along with our MGA coupe, the
Blennerhassett Midget, the Newton MGC, the
Schofield MGB, and the Mcleod Sprite. Our
enforced incarceration in the works canteen
during filming was lifted by some entertaining
craique (I would have used ‘crack’ but you’d
think we were shooting drugs) with our good
friends from the club, and Mike and I
continued our Scouse Git/Southern Softie
routine that we both enjoy so much.
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