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NEWSLETTER

Get ready for winter
One of my photos from the good old days when I wasn`t quite so bothered about
winter storage and actually used the car in bad weather, 2009 I think.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1095677607163625/?ref=br_rs/

Paul Heyes

Vice Chairman`s Chat
So, Tony and Karen are away sunning themselves in the Canaries at the moment,
no doubt soaking up some sun and chilling by the pool while the rest of us get
battered by storm Eileen – did they know something we didn’t. In any event, I was
pleased to be asked to produce something for this month’s newsletter, so here goes
…….
On a dry, warm evening at the end of August, we had a fabulous turnout of 20 cars
that had all arrived at Guys Court for the start of the Chippy Run from Owd Nells,
winding its way through St Michaels, Great Eccleston, Singleton and Weeton before
arriving at Whelans Chippy in Lytham.
Unfortunately, as we didn’t know in advance, how many cars were likely to turn up,
we hadn’t bothered to warn the chippy that we were about to descend on them –
result, was quite a delay in anyone managing to get a meal. Still, it tasted all the
better when it did eventually arrive.

Mg`s waiting in line for chips
Whilst I am on the subject of not knowing how many people are likely to turn up to an
event, one of our members recently mentioned to me that he had arrived bright and
early at Charnock Services earlier this month for a club visit to a classic car event at
Cholmondeley Castle, only to find that disappointingly, there was him and one other
club member going. This is a difficult one for the committee because, we pride
ourselves in being a club that tries to cater for all car enthusiasts, from those that like
to attend car shows, to those that enjoy an occasional Sunday run and lunch, to
those that enjoy the crack at the monthly meetings and those that for various
reasons are unable to attend the club on a regular basis, but nevertheless enjoy
being able to feel part of like minded individuals as and when the opportunity arises.

By way of trying to address the issue of knowing in advance, who is likely to turn up
to an event, the committee have asked a website developer to create a completely
fresh website for the club. This is not before time, the existing site is a little bit
unwieldy, and various elements of the site are not uptodate, however, I digress, one
aspect that we have asked the developer to look at, is the incorporation of a feature
whereby members log onto a club event to confirm their anticipated attendance. In
this way, it will make it far easier for an event organiser to book venues for meals at
the end of a Sunday run, it will enable us to book tickets for events such as
Cholmondeley Castle without the wastage that we currently experience, but it will
also enable you the members to see in advance, which other members have
confirmed that they plan on attending. Now, that’s not something that’s likely to
happen immediately, but hopefully we will see the new website within the next few
months.

Moving on - I briefly visited the St Catherines Hospice Car Show on 10 th September,
having attended the same show earlier in the year. Numbers were well down on
previous months, but Rosie and I did have a chat with Jim and Margaret Worrall who
had arrived in their MGTF. Unfortunately, Jim explained that he had begun
experiencing difficulties with his car shortly before he arrived. A quick check of the
engine revealed every TF owners worst fears – an empty coolant expansion tank.
With initial indications pointing towards head gasket problems, Rosie and I left Jim
waiting for the arrival of the AA (what are friends for), there may be more on this in
next months’ newsletter.

September club night is another round of our Rocker Box Racing evenings. It’s not
too late to cobble something together – if your struggling to get your hands on an old
rocker box, Andy usually has one or two knocking about which I’ve no doubt he’ll let
you have for (don’t quote me, but I think he’s letting them go for about a fiver). The
man to beat this month is darkhorse, Brian Roberts who earlier this year,
systematically destroyed all pretenders to the title of P&DMGEC 2017 Rocker Box
champion. Mine and Mick Bambers international rocker box racer performed rather
ess well than expected, some said pathetically (little bit harsh). As a consequence,
it is currently undergoing a fundamental redesign. It’s going to be a race against the
clock to see if we can get it ready in time.

Heads up – Dates for your Diaries
Saturday 4th November – Bonfire, fireworks and hotpot supper at the Schultz Estate
Tuesday 28th November – The annual Schofield Christmas Quiz. Roger and
Elizabeth are playing their cards very close to their chests, but there are usually one
or two quirky rounds, which in the past have involved, amongst other things,
sausage tasting.
Saturday 2nd December - Christmas meal/awards at Ashton Lea Golf Club. Always
a good night, 3 course meal, bar, live musical entertainment, award ceremony and
dancing until the early hours.

And finally ………
Four lads from London pulled off a trick of breath taking bravado in order to gain
revenge on a mobile speed camera van that had been operating in their area.

Three of the group approached the van and distracted the operator’s attention by
asking a series of questions about how the equipment worked and how many cars
the operator could catch in a day. Meanwhile the fourth musketeer sneaked to the
front of the van and unscrewed its numberplate.

After bidding the operator goodbye, the friends returned home, fixed the number
plate to their car and drove through the camera’s radar at high speed – 17 times. As
a result, the automated billing system issued 17 speeding tickets to itself.
Genius.
Kevin Doran

SECRETARY SCRIBBLES
Its funny the things that are doing the rounds at the moment. I’ve
heard of the following with regard to modern motoring. I understand
that all new cars sold from the 1st January 2018 must have a spare
wheel in the boot, and that use of the tyre wrecking aerosol is to be
discontinued. That aerosol was awful stuff, so that’s good news. I
have a pal who tried to buy a cheap steel wheel for his Ford, which
has alloys fitted, and could not get one from a main dealer, and
ended up going to a scrapyard. There are also strong rumours that
the dreaded speed bumps are all to be removed. Good news again,
but how long will that take, and at what cost? Judging by the
pothole timetable and budget, I’m sure it will take many years. But
those speed bumps are costly in terms of fuel, suspension damage
and noise to local residents. How many times have you hit one of
those bumps without realizing they were there?
Cyclists will be required to have insurance. Do you think that all the
kids we see on bikes will have insurance? I don’t think so. Private
owners of lawnmowers and other motorized vehicles may have to
insure them. Its all going a bit far, but its on the radar. Maybe once
the UK is fully out of Europe, it will all revert back to the way we
were.
And on another matter – I was a front seat passenger in a fully
electric car last week. What a revelation! I was very impressed! The
model has been out for several years, but this was the latest
version, in black, with 700 miles on the clock. It was a 4 door roomy
saloon with a space age touch dashboard. Very quiet and the
acceleration was also very fast. No exhaust noise, no fluids, no oil
leaks, no coolant – nothing to check except tyre pressures. NIL car
tax. It was a NISSAN LEAF. The government contribute £4k
towards one, and with Nissan’s contribution you can buy one for
£14.5k. But with battery technology on the up, maybe its not the
right time to buy yet. Nissan have thought of this, and will sell you
the car without batteries. You can then lease the batteries over 2 or
3 years. A lot of us are now retired or reaching retirement, and no
longer do long distances, or at least not very often. So they’re
perfect for tootling about in – you can charge up at home or at one
of the ever increasing number of charging points now seen at
service stations, restaurants and elsewhere. I can’t help thinking
how is the government going to maintain its petrol / diesel tax
revenue once we all go electric.
Anyway – please do not get rid of petrol stations yet!

September has been a relatively quiet month for club activity, with
cancellations of our Fairhaven visit and also the Canberra Club
event on the 24th due to weather conditions. I couldn’t make Oulton
Park nor Cholmondeley, and it’s a toss up whether I go to the Event
City show in Manchester on the 16th/17th or go to the Southport
airshow over the same weekend. I’ve always been interested in
aircraft as well as cars, and I might have bought a Microlight by
now, except Ann thinks they are very dangerous.
The club’s next outing is on Sunday the 8th October, and I’ll
broadcast the run and lunch details nearer the time.
Meanwhile – its time to get my Rocker Box Racer all fettled up for
the next race meeting at club night this month – the 26th!
GODFREY

This months star in a reasonably priced car
No its not Olive in her previous vehicle. This ones quite tough she`s in a pretty heavy disguise

Annual Awards Evening and Dinner Dance
The annual awards and dinner dance will take place on Saturday 2nd
December at Ashton & Lea Golf Club, Preston
We have managed to keep the price at the same level as the previous
few years at £25.00 per person.
If you are able to participate, could you please send me a cheque or make a
remittance electronically to the account as detailed below.
We have been fortunate this year to obtain the services of Andrew Niessingh
from Chorley to entertain us. He is well known on the club circuit and comes
extremely well recommended. In addition, we will have the much loved
Xmas Pudding awards besides the cups for the winners of club competitions.
As ever, if you have special dietary needs, these can easily be catered for.
PAYMENT DETAILS
Cheques to be made payable to Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club
Post to Mick Bamber, 23 Green Drive, Lostock Hall, PRESTON. PR5 5UY
Credit Transfer
The account details are as follows :Payee
Preston & District MG Enthusiasts Club
Account number
27562668
Sort Code
77-26-14
Please confirm the transfer by e-mail

Best Xmas joke from 1972

The snowman says to Father Xmas – “ Can you smell carrots?”

Rocker Box Race Night

Tuesday 26th Sept

As you will know from previous newsletter calendars, we are holding another “Rocker Box
Race” at the September club night and hopefully we will have a few more cars.
At the first race, it became obvious that for the event to run without a hitch it needed a few
more members to help with marshalling activities such as;
Starting the cars.
Observing the races to determine who completed the course successfully or crashed
out.
Recording the results and determining who proceeds to the next round.
Photography and video recording.
Therefore, we are looking for volunteers to help on the night, if you can please get to the
club before 8:00 for a brief marshals meeting.

The cars from the last race showed quite a wide range of technical and aesthetic designs for
which the builders should be very proud. It will be interesting to see if changes have been made
and what any new racers look like.

Our finalists carefully aligning their cars for one of the best from five run offs.

For those who will be competing or marshalling please see the rules on the following pages.
Even if you don’t want to take part in the race please come along and support the racers, it
should be a great night.
See you on Tuesday.

Rocker Box Racing Rules
Issue 2

24/April/2017

Preston & District MGEC Rocker Box Race Rules.
The Course
The course shall consist of a launch incline 2.4 metres long, followed by a
level run of approximately 6.0 metres.
The finish line shall be marked 6.0 metres from the bottom edge of the
launch incline. (Maybe shorter if space is limited)
The launch incline shall be divided into two lanes, each 450mm wide. The
incline shall be 700mm high at the rearmost part and level with the course at
the front edge. The front edge shall be bevelled so as to provide a smooth
transition from the incline to the run-out area.
The official "Starting Line" shall be 500mm from the rear edge of the incline.
A mechanised starting gate may be provided.
The run-out section of the course shall consist of two lanes, each 900mm
wide. The lanes shall be clearly marked.

The cars will be released simultaneously with a mechanical gate
mechanism.

The Cars
Cars shall be based on an actual rocker cover from a 4-cylinder MG or BMC
automobile engine.
The cars shall have no power source. The only motive force allowed is that
of gravity.
Wheelbase shall be no more than 350mm.
Wheel track shall be no more than 250mm.
Overall length of car shall be no greater than 450mm.
Overall width of car shall be no greater than 250mm.
Weight shall be no more than 4.5kg.
Cars must have four wheels, each no more than 125mm in diameter.

Rocker Box Racing Rules
Issue 2

24/April/2017

The Races
Races will be arranged as a knockout competition, but be proceeded with
an eliminator round if required.
Each car will be allowed to make one practice run before the competition
begins.
If the number of cars is not equal to multiples of 4, 8, 16 etc. the
competition will begin with an eliminator round.
Eliminator:
Each car will be allowed to two runs (typically in pairs) and have results
recorded in order of;
oCourse Completed 1st & 2nd
oDistance Covered 1st & 2nd
oCourse Failed (Out of bounds or Did not Finish)
The best 4, 8 or 16 etc. cars will advance to the knockout round.

Knockout Round:
For the knockout rounds cars will be randomly selected into pairs to
compete in the quarter or semi-finals.
The winner of each race will advance to the next level.

The cars are to be launched by the gate mechanism.
The first car to have its front wheels cross the finish line is the winner.
If neither car makes it to the finish line, the car going the furthest in its
lane wins.
If the wheels of a car should touch the lane markers, or cross over the
lane marker, the car shall be disqualified. The competing car immediately
becomes the winner of that round.
Winning cars will advance to the next round until all are eliminated except
one car.

THE “SCRUBBED UP” MG ENTHUSIAST

Does anyone remember this
young lady, firstly dressed in
regulation MG enthusiast
fireproof attire and secondly
as the highest paid woman in
rock 1978?

PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC
Calendar of Club Events 2017
Jan

31st

AGM

Feb

28th

Club Night - Bowling at Lakeside 8.30pm start

Mar

28th

Club Night - Speaker (Norman Harris)

Apr

9th
23rd
25th

Club Run & Lunch
Drive It Day - inc. Treasure Hunt
Club Night - (1st Rocker Box race)

May

14th
30th

Club Run & Lunch
Autotest - Schultz Palace

Jun

10th(Sat)
10th (Sat)
23/26th
25th
27th

Barbon Manor Hill Climb - Kirby Lonsdale
Oulton Park - Vintage Car racing
NTBHWE - Northumberland
Classic Car Show - Towneley Park, Burnley
SYCO Night

Jul

1st (Sat)
2nd
9th
9th
11th
16th
25th
30th
30th

Lostock Hall Carnival (5 cars wanted)
Leighton Hall Classic Car Show
Club Run, Treasure Hunt & lunch
15th Black Pudding Run - Bury
MG Octagon Classic Car Show - Canberra Club
Fleetwood Tram Day
Club Night - evening run
Yorkshire Pudding Run
Lytham Hall Classic Car Show

e-mail the Secretary
Phantom Winger 9.00am
Phantom Winger 10.00am
Optional
Provisional date
9.30 meet @ Ribble Pilot
TBA
Fully booked
TBA

Aug

6th
13th
20th
26-28th
29th

Northern National, Pateley Bridge
Scammonden Dam Hill Climb
Lancashire Lanes Run
Oulton Park Gold Cup Race Meeting
Evening 'Chippie Run'

Salmesbury Hotel 9.00am
TBA
Dobbies on A6 @ 9.30am
TBA
Starting Guys Court (Owd Nells) 7pm

Sep

2nd(Sat)
3rd

Oulton Park - MG Race Meeting 11am - 4pm
Cholmondeley Castle Festival of 1000 Classics

9.00 Charnock R. Services M6 south
9.00 Charnock R. Services M6 south

16/17th
24th
26th

Event City Manchester Classic Car Show
Worden Park Leyland PR25 1DJ
Club Night - Railway 8pm

10am to 4pm - Free just turn up
Rocker Box Race Night

Oct

8th
24th

Sunday Run & Lunch
Club Night (with possible speaker)

TBA

Nov

4th
28th

Bonfire, fireworks at the Schultz Estate
Club Night - inc. a Christmas Quiz

Bonfire lit 7pm sharp
Railway 8pm

Dec

2nd
27th

Annual Dinner - Ashton & Lea GC
Cold Turkey Run

TBA

(Mick)
(Graham Lockwood)
(MGCC attending)
10.00 for 10.30am
7.30pm
Phantom Winger 10.00am
M6 Charnock Richard Services south 9.30

Shackletons Gdn Ctr. Chatburn 9.00am
9.30 meet @ B&Q Bamber Bridge

Railway Tavern 8.00pm

Committee, Contacts and Useful Information
Officers
Chairman Tony Sharples
Tel: 01772 495417 Mobile: 07941 679121
tony.sharples@blueyonder,co,uk
Secretary Godfrey Dennis
Tel: 01772 640841 Mobile: 07780 682592
grf.dennis@gmail.com
Treasurer Mick Bamber
Tel: 01772 321559 Mobile: 07730 435929
mick@mcbamber.com
General Committee
Vice Chairman Kevin Doran
Tel: 01772 877285 Mobile: 07746 366722
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com
Membership - Gordon Mallett
Tel: 01282 429658 Mobile: 07725 503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com
Newsletter Editor - Paul Heyes
Tel: 0161 725 9966 Mobile: 07930 313459
paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com
Note; All articles to the editor by 15th of the month by e-mail please.
Website Liaison - Neil McLeod
Tel: Mobile: 07921 089680
neil_mcleod2@outlook.com
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Webmaster: Michael Hart
Tel: 01772 725275 Mobile: 07505 261593
blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Trading Members
Andy Schultz – Cuerden Classics (the club’s technical consultant)
Tel: 01772 627120 Mobile: 07817 1731
andypr55xq@googlemail.com

