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NEWSLETTER

Lancashire lanes run 2017
That`s not some sort of “magic” polish on the cars its actually the sun.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1095677607163625/?ref=br_rs/
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Hi,
Unfortunately, I must begin by apologising for the late newsletter and my brief
chairman’s chat this month, at present there’s just not enough hours left in the day
after getting home from work to keep up with all of the other tasks that I need to
work on at present.
The first weekend in August we had about 16 cars on our stand at the Northern
National. I had arranged to meet at Andy Schultz’s to load up the gazebo and flags
and then we set off early to get the stand set up ready for the arrival of the other
club members, we had a good run with little traffic and ever improving weather.
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A couple of weeks later Andy helped with checking the route for the Lancashire
Lanes run. Norman had planned the route and had adjusted and checked a couple of
times with Carole, I had then put the information into the roadbook template and it
is this that we were really checking. Over the next few evenings I had to fix my
printer and then print some 45 roadbooks. On the day of the Lanes run we had 38
cars set off on the run on what turned out to be a very nice day. Many of the
entrants came to see us after completing the run and were very complimentary
about the route and accuracy of the roadbook. A couple of ladies from Yorkshire
were especially pleased that the run lived up to its name of the “Lancashire Lanes”,
they joined us last year and no doubt from their comments will join us again. We had
a further 3 cars from Yorkshire, they had driven over in the morning from Leeds,
completed the run, came to tell us how much they enjoyed the day and the club’s
hospitality and set back off home again, enthusiasts indeed.
Norman, it was a cracking run.
It was also great to see Gordon out on the run in his MGTF with his dad, he’s looking
good and has gone back to work, albeit on a part time basis of a few hours a day
AND for the moment no weekends.
On behalf of the club I would like to thank Norman, Carole, Andy, Carol and Karen
for all their work in helping to put on another excellent run.
Well that’s all I have time for now, hopefully see you on the next outing or club
night.
Tony

Out on the run
Yes we are in Lancashire and it`s more picturesque
than some might think

SECRETARY SCRIBBLES
Left-Hand or Right-Hand Drive
Sweden was the last mainland country to kick the left-hand rule into
touch, switching to the right in September 1967. The change-over
was eased by the fact that most Swedish cars were left-hand drive
anyway. Iceland followed suit in May 1968.
Those who believe that the UK and Ireland should have done the
same, conforming to the European way may think again, by
reflecting on the fact that the right-hand rule of the road, like the
metric system, was brought about through the desires of the French
revolutionaries, to prove that they had the clout to influence and
order the world, better than God.
Because the left-hand rule of the road had been sanctioned by
Pope Boniface in the Middle Ages, the Frenchies decreed that the
opposite order should prevail. Revolutionary republics like the USA
followed suit, and other countries gradually switched over. But of
course many countries including the UK, Ireland, Japan,
Australasia and much of the former British Empire said ‘up yours’ to
the Frenchies, and to this day still observe the left-hand rule.
Can you imagine the mayhem and infrastructure changes today, if
a country like the UK was to change over? It will of course never
happen.
Oddly enough, in 1911 France’s ‘Commission du Code de la Route’
(Highway Code) proposed that France should drive on the left
‘because it is instinctive’. No chance of that!
Until the start of the Mussolini era, Italy had a wonderfully eccentric
rule of the road. Motorists drove on the right in the country, and on
the left in towns and cities, until the law compelled a universal righthand rule on the 21st December 1923.
----------------------I went to the Northern National at Pateley Bridge earlier this month,
and it was nice to see about 15 cars on the club stand. We had two
new members with us, Paul Davies and Ian &Lynette …. (terrible,
can’t remember Ian’s last name!) Weather was fine, until I was 30
minutes away from home, when the heavens opened! But my new
hood stayed watertight! My only criticism is that the trade stands
were poor. Only 2 or 3 relating to cars, the rest were what you
might find at a car boot event.
Part of the fun at Pateley Bridge is for a few of us to go round the
competition ring, looking for things that aren’t quite right on the

concours and show cars. We have in the past spotted wrong door
cards, fitments in the engine bay and so on. And so to the prize
giving ceremony at the end. Some of us are sat in the stand, behind
the trophy ceremony, and there’s a red BGT, with chrome bumpers
and black and white number plates picking up two awards. What!
The car was registered in December 1979. It should have rubber
bumpers, and as it was 38 years old, was illegal by displaying black
and white number plates! Not on! Oh Dear!
In a light hearted way I pointed this out to a Harrogate club official
who didn’t want to know, didn’t even utter a word to me, and simply
stared straight ahead. Ignoramus!
I’m afraid standards are slipping!
---------------Some regular events for your calendar:
Garstang Autojumble
Hamilton House, Tarnacre Lane, Preston PR3 0TB
Sunday 10 September
Sunday 8 October
9am to 1pm £3.50 pp entry.
Sunday 5 November
Corner House, Wrightington
An informal classic car meet in the pub car park – on the 1st Sunday
of each month. Next one – 3rd September. Entry is free.
St Catherine’s Hospice, Lostock Hall
Another informal meeting (in the car park on the left) – every 2nd
Sunday of the month including winter. Refreshments available.
Entry is free. 67 cars were there on Sunday 13th August.
Coming up:
Tuesday 29th August – Chippie Club Run, starting from Guys
Court (Owd Nells) on the A6, leaving there promptly at 7pm – so no
club night at the Railway that evening.
Saturday 2nd September
Oulton Park Race Meeting. Races commence 11am and finish at
4pm. Entry £10 on-line, £15 on the gate (£10 on the gate for over
65s). Meet 9am in the car park Charnock Richard Services M6
Southbound.

Sunday 3rd September
Cholmondeley 31st Festival of 1000 cars, Cholmondeley Castle,
Near Malpas, Cheshire SY14 8AH
Meet Charnock Richard Services M6 south 9am.
I have the usual 10 passes, 1st come 1st served. £4 each. £7 on the
gate. This is an excellent venue which we as a club have been to
may times in the past, when there was a Spring meeting.
You may also be interested in the Oulton Park Gold Cup meeting
taking place over the bank holiday weekend, i.e. 26th to the 28th
August. The club is not attending officially, but some members will
definitely be going.
Finally – don’t forget that September’s club night will feature the
2nd Rocker Box event. So start getting your Rocker Boxes up to
speed for another exciting spectacle!

GODFREY

Christmas Dinner & Annual Awards
It`s a little early in the year to mention the “c” word but if you
would like to note an advance date in your diary our Christmas
Dinner and Annual Awards presentation will be on Saturday 2nd
December 2017 at Ashton and Lea Golf Club.
Full details will follow as soon as they are finalised.

This months most ridiculous “MG”
Seen at Pateley Bridge I`m sure this is the one all club members
would love to own. I would have one myself if it was available in pink

Anyone recognise these four lads about to start a classic car
restoration job, if they could just be bothered looking for the
toolbox, gold star to anyone who knows what the car is.

PRESTON & DISTRICT MGEC
Calendar of Club Events 2017
Jan

31st

AGM

Feb

28th

Club Night - Bowling at Lakeside 8.30pm start

Mar

28th

Club Night - Speaker (Norman Harris)

Apr

9th
23rd
25th

Club Run & Lunch
Drive It Day - inc. Treasure Hunt
Club Night - (1st Rocker Box race)

May

14th
30th

Club Run & Lunch
Autotest - Schultz Palace

Jun

10th(Sat)
10th (Sat)
23/26th
25th
27th

Barbon Manor Hill Climb - Kirby Lonsdale
Oulton Park - Vintage Car racing
NTBHWE - Northumberland
Classic Car Show - Towneley Park, Burnley
SYCO Night

Jul

1st (Sat)
2nd
9th
9th
11th
16th
25th
30th
30th

Lostock Hall Carnival (5 cars wanted)
Leighton Hall Classic Car Show
Club Run, Treasure Hunt & lunch
15th Black Pudding Run - Bury
MG Octagon Classic Car Show - Canberra Club
Fleetwood Tram Day
Club Night - evening run
Yorkshire Pudding Run
Lytham Hall Classic Car Show

e-mail the Secretary
Phantom Winger 9.00am
Phantom Winger 10.00am
Optional
Provisional date
9.30 meet @ Ribble Pilot
TBA
Fully booked
TBA

Aug

6th
13th
20th
26-28th
29th

Northern National, Pateley Bridge
Scammonden Dam Hill Climb
Lancashire Lanes Run
Oulton Park Gold Cup Race Meeting
Evening 'Chippie Run'

Salmesbury Hotel 9.00am
TBA
Dobbies on A6 @ 9.30am
TBA
Starting Guys Court (Owd Nells) 7pm

Sep

2nd(Sat)
3rd

Oulton Park - MG Race Meeting 11am - 4pm
Cholmondeley Castle Festival of 1000 Classics

9.00 Charnock R. Services M6 south
9.00 Charnock R. Services M6 south

16/17th
24th
26th

Event City Manchester Classic Car Show
Canberra Club meeting - BAE
Club Night - Railway 8pm

11am to 4pm - Samlesbury
Rocker Box Race Night

Oct

8th
24th

Sunday Run & Lunch
Club Night (with possible speaker)

TBA

Nov

4th
28th

Bonfire, fireworks at the Schultz Estate
Club Night - inc. a Christmas Quiz

Bonfire lit 7pm sharp
Railway 8pm

Dec

2nd or 9th
27th

Annual Dinner - Ashton & Lea GC
Cold Turkey Run

TBA

(Mick)
(Graham Lockwood)
(MGCC attending)
10.00 for 10.30am
7.30pm
Phantom Winger 10.00am
M6 Charnock Richard Services south 9.30

Shackletons Gdn Ctr. Chatburn 9.00am
9.30 meet @ B&Q Bamber Bridge

Railway Tavern 8.00pm

Committee, Contacts and Useful Information
Officers
Chairman Tony Sharples
Tel: 01772 495417 Mobile: 07941 679121
tony.sharples@blueyonder,co,uk
Secretary Godfrey Dennis
Tel: 01772 640841 Mobile: 07780 682592
grf.dennis@gmail.com
Treasurer Mick Bamber
Tel: 01772 321559 Mobile: 07730 435929
mick@mcbamber.com
General Committee
Vice Chairman Kevin Doran
Tel: 01772 877285 Mobile: 07746 366722
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com
Membership - Gordon Mallett
Tel: 01282 429658 Mobile: 07725 503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com
Newsletter Editor - Paul Heyes
Tel: 0161 725 9966 Mobile: 07930 313459
paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com
Note; All articles to the editor by 15th of the month by e-mail please.
Website Liaison - Neil McLeod
Tel: Mobile: 07921 089680
neil_mcleod2@outlook.com
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Webmaster: Michael Hart
Tel: 01772 725275 Mobile: 07505 261593
blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Trading Members
Andy Schultz – Cuerden Classics (the club’s technical consultant)
Tel: 01772 627120 Mobile: 07817 1731
andypr55xq@googlemail.com

