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NEWSLETTER

Auto test 2017 - Barbecue
Godfrey and ann playing hide the sausage, Olive clearly shocked

Paul Heyes

Vice chairman’s chat
I was recently contacted by Tony and asked if I would write something for this
month’s newsletter – so here we go: Well we’re on the verge of this year’s weekend away – renamed Bill’s Weekend
Romp after our late chairman/president. We have 14 cars that will be leaving from
Shackleton’s Garden Centre at Chatburn on 23rd June for this years trip which will
take us up and across to Northumberland, particular thanks must go to Mick Bamber
for picking up the baton and organising the event with the assistance of Paul Hayes.
For those members no going, our next meeting on 27th June is Show Your Car Off
night (SYCO). For new members, it is simply a chance to get out your oily rag, polish
up the old bus and bring it – looking its best, to the Railway Tavern in Leyland where
this year Howard Sturrock has kindly agreed to judge the car that he would most like
to take home. The winner will receive the Fowler cup at the awards evening in
December.
We’ve had a couple of events at the beginning of this month, Barbon Manor Hill
Climb and Oulton Park Vintage Car Racing – I wasn’t able to attend either, and I
haven’t heard any reports how our members went on, I’ve got a reasonable excuse
for not going – my niece was getting married on the same day. I should probably
point out that she recently graduated from university with a PhD in Geology, and
after studying in London for 4 years, you can probably imagine the debt that she’s
come out with. So, to save herself a little bit of money, she asked Uncle Kevin if she
could use his Jag as a wedding car.
That car was polished to within an inch of its life – its never been so clean, below I’ve
attached a couple of pictures of the big day.

Anyone coming to our house at any time over the last 6 years would have been likely
to have been greeted by someone jumping up at them, licking their face, slavering all
over them, getting over excited and then rolling on their back and asking for their
belly to be rubbed – no I’m not talking about Rosie, I’m referring to our Boxer dog
Harvey.
He was a larger than life, gorgeous, clumsy, cheeky character who loved everyone
and everything – with the exception of next doors Labrador.
His favourite thing (after eating and chasing tennis balls), and something we did
most evenings, was to sit on the floor – me with my back against the settee while he
would curl up between my legs and go to sleep. For me it was always a perfect way
to end a day, watching whatever rubbish there might be on the TV, stroking my dog
who in no time, would be curled in a ball, snoring away between my feet.
Sadly, we lost him at the end of May – he’d been diagnosed with Lymphoma in
February and despite initially responding very well to treatment, his condition rapidly
deteriorated.

Although he was only 7, it is of some great comfort that he is no longer suffering –
Rosie and I brought him home from the vets and buried him in his favourite place
under the copper beech tree. I can’t begin to put into words how gutted I am at his
loss – to have a dog is to have such joy, but also inevitably, a broken heart. The
world for me was a better place with him in it.

SECRETARY SCRIBBLES
I’ve always been interested in cars, ever since my father in the late 50s
acquired a 1955 Old English White Austin Cambridge A50, registration HZ
9300. That’s a County Tyrone number by the way.
In my youth (15yrs to 25yrs) my main hobby was radio controlled model
aircraft. I flew the fastest and biggest aerobatic models you could buy at the
time, (10cc engine and 6ft wingspan) and I could use both configurations on
the transmitter box, i.e. elevator on the right stick or elevator on the left stick.
That is harder to do than you might think. I became quite proficient at aerobatic
manoeuvres and I could fly to national standard. I could also fly a model upside
down at over 100mph along a runway a couple of feet of the ground. When my
first nipper was born, I sold all my models, engines etc. to York Model Shop –
and that was it. No time for the hobby any more.
In my teenage years with my strong interest in cars, I worked part time in a
lube bay in a garage on Regent Road, Liverpool, doing basic services for cars
– oil changes, filters, plugs, points, grease nipples and so on. My father was
not keen on me getting my hands dirty and eventually steered me away into
white collar work, and that was that. So in the 70s, my favourite car was an
MGB. I couldn’t afford one, and had to put up with my Morris Minor convertible,
my VW Beetle, Mini, Sunbeam Rapier (two tone with overdrive) and eventually
a nearly new red Triumph Spitfire with a hard top. It was a 68 model, but I still
hankered after the MGB. But hey – it was a fun convertible and I was enjoying
life. I was a bass guitarist in a Liverpool band at the time, playing in the city
venues. But again – my dad wasn’t keen on this too! What a spoilsport!
Then I got very interested in Speedway. So did Ann, my fiancée at the time.
We had jobs that took us around the country and we were able to visit most of
the speedway tracks – those were the days of Ivan Mauger, Barrie Briggs &
Peter Collins. I still watch some of the TV speedway, although its popularity
has dropped away in this country.
I have also been to the Grand Prix at Aintree on two occasions – Jim Clark
was my hero then. I managed to get Jack Brabham’s autograph in the central
area at Aintree where he was playing around with a Lotus Cortina. Couldn’t do
that sort of thing today.
And moving on, I also like stock car racing, and I go to the Warton Stock Car
meetings at Warton, just above Carnforth. Ann comes with me and I
sometimes take my granddaughter. They have a meeting every two weeks or
so during the season, which include bangars, mini racing, sometimes caravan
racing and van racing – and of course stock car racing. You can check the
meeting dates on Google. You can really get down trackside at the meetings,
but invariably we are filthy dirty with all the muck and dust, when we get home.
I was never really into motor bikes, although I do watch motor racing on TV,
including the TT which has just ended in the IOM. My father had a Vespa 125
in the early 50s, and those were the days before crash helmets became
compulsory. He wore a black beret when riding it, and I often accompanied

him, sitting on the pillion. Funny how you remember number plates - the Vespa
was UZ 8362, a Belfast plate.
Now what is the world coming to for us, as motorists? Average speed cameras
have been installed on London Road, Preston! They are also being installed on
the long stretch from Tarleton traffic lights almost to Southport. The yellow
posts are in already. The latter part of this road (the Southport end) had a derestricted limit, but the whole lot is now 50mph. Beware!
There’s plenty going on in the club over the next month.
Bill’s Weekend Romp sees16 cars off to Alnwick, Northumberland for a long
weekend on Friday the 23rd.
For those not going, there is a super classic car show at Towneley Park,
Burnley on Sunday the 25th. Entry fee at the gate is £5, and you can park
where you like. Best to drive round to where all the classics are, and park near
the main ring area. The club has always had a stand at this event, but in view
of the clash with the weekend away, a stand has not been booked.
Club night Tuesday 27th is SYCO night – Show Your Car Off.
Get out the Autoglym of Magniers and be in the Railway car park for 8pm.
Show it off! You never know, you might win ‘Best Car to take home’.
Saturday 1st July Lostock Hall Carnival – the club likes to provide 5
convertible cars to carry the May Queen and her retinue on the procession,
and if you could go, please e-mail or ring me.
Sunday 2nd July – Leighton Hall classic Car Show
One of the best shows on the calendar in a superb setting. We meet at the
Phantom Winger at 9am for the run up. I have some passes left at £4 each,
otherwise it is £7 on the gate.
Sunday 9th July – Run, Treasure Hunt & Lunch
We will meet at the Phantom Winger for breakfast/tea/coffee/natter at around
10.00am for get away say 10.30am. The run will be 24 miles, followed by a
walking treasure hunt in Garstang. Lunch will be at The Olde Tithe Barn in
Garstang, and nearer the time you can look at the menu on line.
Sunday 16th July – Fleetwood Tram Day
The club normally takes about 12 to 15 cars to this event, and we will be in the
procession again this year, with parking up near the Euston Hotel on the front.
Always a good day out with a wide variety of vehicles on display.
And – due to the terrible weather on the day, we had to postpone going to the
Bardon Hill Climb meeting near Kirby Lonsdale. I went to the Phantom Winger
to check if anyone had turned up, and yes – one did, to my surprise. John
Dickens was there with his wellies in the boot, determined to go. And he did!
He later told me that it was a wet affair, but still went ahead, albeit with
reduced numbers.

Don’t forget about the Cornerhouse meet at Wrightington on the 1st Sunday of
each month if the weather is OK. Starts 9am to 12 noon. Bacon Barm &
coffee/tea £3 – for charity.
And finally – Tony’s note on Rocker Box Racing.
Get one built for the September race night, if you haven’t yet done so!

GODFREY

********************************************

Autotest underway closely judged by Andy Schultz

Building of a MG Rocker Box Racer.
Some time ago I thought our club should have a go at rocker box racing but due to
other commitments didn’t follow it up. But then last year one of our fellow committee
members (Godfrey) raised the topic at committee and after a brief discussion it was
deemed a great idea for winter club nights. I offered to look for or produce some rules
and after trawling the internet found via an MG site in New Zeland something that
looked like a good starting point and so put together our first version for publication in
our October Newsletter.
Whilst looking for guidance on rules I also looked for some ideas or inspiration for car
design but with little luck. Around the same time our good friend Bill Ryding had passed
and I thought about how much he would have enjoyed building and racing a rocker box,
that his TA became the inspiration for my build.
I started with an “A” series rocker box

had some wheels and axle components

(purchased from Andy Schultz) and

so the design work could begin.

images of TA’s and thought it important
to try and capture the main features.
Wheel arches, spoked wheels, cockpit
and their proportions. The first
challenge was to find some wheels that
fit the brief but without breaking the
bank and then what type of axle
arrangement. After more time on the
internet I found a modelling shop that
Having found wheels of about the correct proportions I began to work out where they
should fit, with the front axle very close to the front of the rocker box and the rear
axle further in. The back of the cockpit should be close to the rear wheels and the
front of the cockpit should be near the middle of the rocker box.
For the racer to run well I though it
important to have a good chassis and so
began with a piece of sheet steel and
some pieces of hollow section. The
hollow section was cut to create a long
“U” section, one piece being welded to
the underside of the chassis and two
other pieces making up the axle boxes.

Having created the cut-out for the cockpit it now seemed important to fill it with
something, a seat, transmission tunnel, bulkhead and dash panel, also as the cylinder
nuts that hold the rocker box on to the engine are an obvious feature, they needed to
be kept. Then there’s the wheel arches, the fully rounded style with the running boards
on the TA are beyond my current capabilities so a simpler design had to be hand
formed and welded on.

The final touches then had to be a little
roll hoop (after all it is a race car),
radiator grill, leather upholstery,
carpet, steering wheel, gauges on the
dashboard paint and decals.
Building this was great fun and it has
also become model that has pride of
place next to the fire place.

Hopefully this will inspire more members to have a go at building a car for the next
race night in September. The car can be as simple or complicated as you like, it’s just
great fun to build something and then join in the fun of racing.
Tony Sharples

MG MIDGET FOR SALE

1973 MG Midget, BRG, very good condition, restored
by Cuerden Classics in 1995.
Contact Andy Schultz to view.
£5995 ono.

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED
The club normally takes part in the Lostock Hall carnival (This year Saturday 1st July)
We generally provide about 5 cars to carry various young ladies in the parade. The MGB
Roadster is most suitable as it involves sitting on the folded down roof (cushion essential)
Other roadster are fine but f/tf with glass rear screen or roll hoops can be a problem
The parade is at about 2 mph and is led by the mayor on foot, it is under police supervision
and the roads are closed to normal traffic, contact Paul Heyes for more details

Preston & District MG
Enthusiasts Club.
17th Lancashire Lanes
Run.
Sun 20thAugust 2017

Enquires to: Tony Sharples – Tel
01772 495417

Entry form attached, if interested please complete and return

Sunday 20th August 2017.
The 17th Annual
Lancashire Lanes Run
Driver
Passenger
ADDRESS:

POSTCODE
TEL No:
MAKE of CAR
MODEL
YEAR
REG No:
CAR CLUB
e-mail address
Car with Passenger

£13.00

Number of additional passengers @ £2.00
Total

Entry Fee of £13.00 per car (driver and passenger), which includes, tea or
coffee with biscuits at the start, rally plate, and tulip style route book.
For additional passengers please add £2.00 each.
The run will be approximately 90+ miles, starting and finishing at:
Dobbies Garden Centre
(Blackpool Road, Clifton, Nr Preston, PR4 0XL)
Please make cheques payable to: - Preston & District MGEC
Closing date for entries is the 7th August.
Please include an e-mail address or a stamped, self-addressed envelope
for acknowledgement of receipt and for details of the start venue etc.
Send entry form and cheque to:

Tony Sharples
31 Riverside Avenue
Farington Moss
Leyland
Lancashire
PR26 6RQ
Tel: - 01772 495417

PRESTON & DISTRICT MG ENTHUSIASTS CLUB
Calendar of Club Events 2017
The table below gives the dates for the events that we will be running in 2017.
Further details for each event will be published nearer the time in the Newsletter and generally be broadcast by email shortly before.
Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr
May
Jun
Jul
Aug
Sep
Oct
Nov
Dec

31st
28th
28th
9th
23rd
25th
14th
30th
23/26th
27th
9th
25th
20th
29th
26th
8th
24th
4th
28th
2nd or 9th
27th

Tue
Tue
Tue
Sun
Sun
Tue
Sun
Tue

AGM
Club Night - Bowling at Lakeside 8.30pm start
Club Night - Speaker (Norman Harris)
Club Run & Lunch
Drive It Day - Club Run & Lunch
Club Night - 1st Rocker Box & Paper Plane Races
Drive It Day - Club Run & Lunch
Autotest - Schultz Palace
NTBHWE - Northumberland
Tue Club Night - SYCO
Sun Club Run & Lunch including the Treasure Hunt
Tue Club Night - Evening Run
Sun Lancashire Lanes Run
Tue Club Night (details to be advised)
Tue Club Night (Possibly 2nd Rocker Box Race)
Sun Sunday Run & Lunch
Tue Club Night (Rocker Box race or Speaker)
Sat Bonfire, fireworks at the Schultz Estate
Tue Club Night - inc. a Christmas Quiz
Sat Annual Dinner - (Ashton & Lea GC?)
Wed Cold Turkey Run

The table below gives dates for the events that we will visit as a club or may be of interest to members. As it is early
in the year we are still waiting for confirmation of some dates.
Further details for each event will be published nearer the time in the Newsletter and generally be broadcast by email shortly before.
Mar

19th

Sun

May

28th

Sun

Wrea Green Classic Show (1-3pm)

Provisional Date

Jun

10th
11th
25th

Sat
Sun
Sun

Barbon Manor Hill Climb - Kirby Lonsdale
Classic Car Show - Hoghton Tower
Classic Car Show - Towneley Park, Burnley

Provisional Date
9.00 meet @ B&Q
9.00 meet @ B&Q

Jul

1st
2nd
11th
16th
16th
16th
23rd
30th

Sat
Sun
Tue
Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun

Lostock Hall Carnival (5 cars wanted)
Leighton Hall Classic Car Show
MG Octagon Classic Car Show - Canberra Club
14th Black Pudding Run - Bury
Fleetwood Tram Day
Yorkshire Pudding Run
24th Pendle Run
Lytham Hall Classic Car Show

9.00 meet @ Phantom Winger
Provisional date
Provisional Date
9.30 meet @ Ribble Pilot
Provisional Date
Provisional Date

Aug

6th
13th
26-28th

Sun
Sun

Northern National, Pateley Bridge
Scammonden Dam Hill Climb
Oulton Park Gold Cup Race Meeting

Sep

2nd
11th
16/17th
24th

Sat Oulton Park - MG Race Meeting 11am - 4pm
Mon Fairhaven Classic Car Show (inc participation)
Sat/Sun
Event City Manchester Classic Car Show
Sun Canberra Club meeting - BAE

9.00 meet @ TBA

9.30 Charnock R. Services
Provisional Date

Committee, Contacts and Useful Information
Officers
Chairman Tony Sharples
Tel: 01772 495417 Mobile: 07941 679121
tony.sharples@blueyonder,co,uk
Secretary Godfrey Dennis
Tel: 01772 640841 Mobile: 07780 682592
grf.dennis@gmail.com
Treasurer Mick Bamber
Tel: 01772 321559 Mobile: 07730 435929
mick@mcbamber.com
General Committee
Vice Chairman Kevin Doran
Tel: 01772 877285 Mobile: 07746 366722
kevin.doran6@btopenworld.com
Membership - Gordon Mallett
Tel: 01282 429658 Mobile: 07725 503888
gordon.mg@btinternet.com
Newsletter Editor - Paul Heyes
Tel: 0161 725 9966 Mobile: 07930 313459
paulstuartheyes@hotmail.com
Note; All articles to the editor by 15th of the month by e-mail please.
Website Liaison - Neil McLeod
Tel: Mobile: 07921 089680
neil_mcleod2@outlook.com
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Webmaster: Michael Hart
Tel: 01772 725275 Mobile: 07505 261593
blue_icarian_wings@hotmail.com

Trading Members
Andy Schultz – Cuerden Classics (the club’s technical consultant)
Tel: 01772 627120 Mobile: 07817 1731
andypr55xq@googlemail.com

